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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Patrons  and  Friends  of  the  American  Asylum  : 

The  last  Report  of  the  Asylum  was  presented  as  the  fiftieth 
nniversary  of  its  incorporation  occurred,  hut  it  is  only  now 
that  we  can  record  the  completion  of  the  first  half-century 
of  its  actual  working  existence,  or  academic  life. 

On  an  occasion  of  so  much  interest  to  the  Institution,  our 
friends  may  have  expected  from  the  Board  some  account  of 
its  origin,  and  a review  of  its  growth  and  development.  But 
any  extended  treatment  of  these  topics  on  their  part,  is 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  able  and  interesting  historical 
sketch  contained  in  the  accompanying  Report  of  the  Prin- 
cipal. 

The  Report  of  1866,  mentioned  the  fact,  that  of  the  origi- 
nal corporators,  who  were  not  then  officers  of  the  Asylum, 
only  four  survived.  As  we  write,  one  of  these,  Mr.  Dudley 
Buck,  an  old  and  esteemed  friend  of  the  Board,  has  just 
passed  away.  The  others  still  living  are  seldom  able  to  take 
part  in  our  counsels.  Of  late  years,  no  additional  members 
of  the  corporation  have  been  elected,  except  as  vacancies 
have  occurred  in  the  Board,  and  the  Officers  and  Directors 
have,  practically,  constituted  the  whole  Corporation.  This 
state  of  things  has  resulted  from  no  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Directors  to  reduce  or  limit  the  numbers  of  the  Corporation, 
but  simply  from  the  impossibility  of  inducing  corporators, 
especially  those  not  residing  in  Hartford,  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  where  the  business  is  chiefly  of  a formal 
character,  usually  consisting  in  the  choice  of  officers.  But 
though  we  think  it  clear  that  no  advantage  can  be  gained  by 
increasing  the  number  of  corporate  members,  the  question 
has  been  lately  discussed  whether  the  number  of  Directors 


10 


might  not  properly  be  increased,  and,  especially  now  that  a 
majority  of  the  pupils  are  beneficiaries  of  the  several  New 
England  States,  whether  some  gentlemen  who  could  officially 
represent  these  States,  might  not  be  added  to  our  number. 
No  change  could  give  greater  pleasure  to  the  present  Board, 
than  one  which  would  bring  to  their  meetings  'gentlemen 
from  neighboring  States,  who  are  interested  in  the  care  and 
education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  only  hesitation  enter- 
tained on  this  point,  results  from  a doubt  whether  non-resi- 
dent directors  would  find  it  possible  to  be  present  at  our 
meetings.  In  accordance,  however,  with  a suggestion  made 
by  the  Hon.  Frank  B.  Fay,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tee of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  to  whom  the  subject  of 
the  education  of  their  deaf  mutes  was  referred,  the  proposal 
to  enlarge  the  administration  was  brought  before  the  Board 
at  their  recent  meeting,  and  met  their  cordial  and  unanimous 
approval.  The  necessary  alteration  in  the  By-Laws  was 
made,  and  the  Governors  and  Secretaries  of  each  of  the  New 
England  States  were  elected  ex-officio  members  of  this  Board. 

The  course  of  events  at  the  Asylum  during  the  past  year 
calls  for  no  other  comment  than  a reference  to  the  Reports  of 
the  Principal,  Physician,  and  Steward.  That  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  department  of  instruction,  and  with  the 
domestic  management  have  progressed  harmoniously  and  suc- 
cessfully, is  a better  tribute  than  any  words  of  ours,  to  the 
faithfulness  and  ability  of  the  heads  of  these  departments  and 
their  assistants. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

JOHN  C.  PARSONS,  Clerk.  ( 

Hartford,  May  25th,  1867. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  op  Directors  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  presenting  tlie  Fifty-first  Annual  Report 
of  this  Institution,  I have  the  pleasure  of  reviewing  a year 
of  almost  uninterrupted  health,  and  of  gratifying  progress  in 
the  varied  departments  of  labor  and  instruction. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  has  been  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  which  is  somewhat  larger  than 
last  year.  At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  were  present.  Thirty-nine  new  pupils,  and  seven  for- 
mer pupils  have  been  admitted,  and  thirty-six  dismissed, 
making  the  whole  number  under  instruction  during  the 
year,  two  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  number  now  in  atten- 
dance two  hundred  and  twenty  four.  Of  this  number,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  are  males,  and  ninety  are  females. 

The  past  year  has  brought  several  changes  in  our  corps  of 
instructors.  Mr.  Jared  A.  Ayres,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  Institution  for  thirty-one  years,  and  for  eleven  years 
the  teacher  of  the  Gallaudet  Scientific  School,  retired  from 
his  long-continued  and  most  acceptable  service,  at  the  close 
of  our  last  term.  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Jonathan  L.  Noyes, 
a teacher  of  fourteen  years  experience,  six  of  which  have 
been  spent  in  the  Asylum,  tendered  his  resignation,  to  accept 
the  position  of  Principal  in  the  institution  for  the  education 
of  deaf  mutes  at  Faribault,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota.  The 
loss  of  able  teachers,  who  by  long  experience  in  their  work, 
have  become  familiar,  not  only  with  the  natural  language  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  but  with  their  peculiar  modes  of  thought 


and  expression,  and  are  thus  qualified  to  render  efficient  ser 
rice,  is  one  of  the  greatest  trials,  which  as  an  Institution,  we 
are  called  to  meet.  Such  occasional  losses  are  unavoidable, 
yet  the  policy  ever  pursued  by  the  Board,  of  employing  only 
teachers  of  ability,  and  retaining  them  in  its  service  as  long 
as  possible,  has  proved  a wise  and  fortunate  one.  > 

While  our  large  family  has  been  almost  entirely  exempted 
from  sickness  during  the  year,  we  have  to  mourn  the  sudden 
death  of  a young  lady  employed  in  teaching  one  of  the  pri- 
mary classes.  Miss  Catharine  T.  Robinson,  who  had  been 
with  us  a little  more  than  one  year,  died  on  the  13th  of  Nov., 
after  a short  illness,  from  an  attack  of  acute  bronchitis.  Miss 
Robinson  was  a semi-mute,  a young  lady  of  estimable  charac- 
ter, faithful  and  successful  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties, 
and  warmly  loved  by  her  associates,  and  by  the  pupils  under 
her  care. 

In  filling  the  vacancies  thus  made,  we  have  been  fortunate 
in  again  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  so 
long  connected  with  us,  and  recently  with  the  National  Deaf 
Mute  College,  at  Washington,  who  finds  a northern  residence 
more  favorable  to  his  health.  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Whitmore,  an 
instructor  of  one  year’s  experience  in  the  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution, and  Mr.  Job  Williams,  a recent  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, have  been  engaged,  and  have  entered  upon  their  work 
with  commendable  interest.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Miss  Robinson,  has  been  temporarily  supplied.  Mrs. 
Rebecca  A.  Cady  has  also  been  engaged  as  assistant  Matron, 
and  has  acceptably  discharged  the  duties  of  that  position. 

The  Institution  completed  its  fiftieth  year  on  the  15th  day 
of  April.  The  present  occasion,  therefore,  seems  suitable  for 
recounting  briefly  some  incidents  connected  with  its  early 
history,  the  varied  changes  through  which  it  has  passed,  and 
the  work  it  has  accomplished.  The  noble  men  who  took  an 
active  part  in  its  establishment,  who  contributed  so  liberally 
to  its  funds,  and  by  their  energy  and  counsels,  set  it  forth  so 
successfully  on  its  course  of  usefulness,  have  nearly  all  passed 
away.  Yet  the  school  they  founded  with  so  much  forethought, 
and  watched  over  with  so  much  care,  still  continues  to  dis- 
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pense  its  blessings,  and  has  never  pursued  its  beneficent  work 
more  efficiently  and  successfully  than  it  is  doing  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  reviewing  the  plans  of  its  founders,  and  its 
subsequent  history,  it  will  appear  that  their  benevolent  inten- 
tions have  been  realized  far  beyond  what  their  warmest  hopes 
could  have  anticipated. 

It  was  a striking  incident  in  the  plan  of  Providence,  that 
the  illness  of  a little  child  in  a private  family  in  the  city  of 
Hartford,  in  the  year  1807,  should  bear  an  intimate  relation 
to  the  welfare  of  a large  class  of  persons,  subjected  to  a pecu- 
liar misfortune,  scattered  over  different  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, for  all  coming  time.  Had  the  malady*  of  little  Alice 
Coggswell  been  less  severe,  bad  it  yielded  more  promptly  to 
the  remedies  which  skill,  and  the  most  assiduous  care  could 
suggest,  the  sad  condition  of  the  unfortunate  deaf  mutes  of 
the  country,  without  knowledge  or  instruction,  might  for  a 
still  longer  period  have  failed  to  awaken  the  active  efforts  of 
the  benevolent.  When,  however,  after  the  elasticity  of  health 
had  returned,  it  became  evident  that  tbe  ear  of  tbe  beautiful 
child  was  closed  to  the  voice  of  affection,  and  all  the  sweet 
sounds  of  the  outward  world,  a fountain  of  sympathy  was 
stirred  that  in  its  abundant  flow,  went  forth  to  the  aid  of 
thousands  whose  mute  and  silent  affliction  had  hitherto  ap- 
pealed in  vain  for  relief. 

The  condition  of  deaf  mutes  had  already  begun  to  excite 
attention  and  sympathy.  As  early  as  1812,  a Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut  to  investi- 
gate the  subject,  reported  to  that  body,  that  there  were  eighty- 
four  deaf  mutes  within  its  bounds ; that  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, there  must  be  more  than  four  hundred  persons  in  this 
unhappy  condition  in  New  England,  and  more  than  two  thou- 
sand in  the  whole  country.  The  public  mind  was  thus  grad- 
ually prepared  to  welcome  some  plan  for  their  education. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1815,  a company  of  seven  gentlemen, 
of  whom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  was  one,  met  in  a private  parlor 
in  this  city,  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration.  After 


*The  spotted  fever. 
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consultation,  they  decided  to  send  abroad  a competent  per- 
son, to  acquire  the  art  of  instruction,  and  to  establish  a school 
for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  in  this  country.  The  sum  neces- 
sary to  defray  the  expense  was  soon  subscribed,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Gallaudet  was  fixed  upon,  as  the  proper  person  to 
undertake  the  responsible  mission.  A more  fortuhate  choice 
could  not  have  been  made.  Graduating  with  the  second 
honor  in  one  of  the  most  noted  classes  of  Yale,  distinguish- 
ed for  his  proficiency  in  English  literature,  particularly  emi- 
nent in  mathematical  science,  with  attractive  social  qualities, 
polished  address  and  devoted  piety,  he  entered  with  charac- 
teristic ardor  upon  the  new  enterprise.* 

Mr.  Thomas  Braidwood,  Sr.,  had  opened  a private  school 
for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  year 
17G0.  He  was  an  accomplished  teacher,  a man  of  great  per- 
severance, ardent  and  enthusiastic  in  his  new  profession,  and 
soon  brought  his  art  into  the  favorable  notice  of  benevolent 
and  scientific  men.  In  1783,  his  school  was  removed  to 
Hackney,  near  London,  where  it  was  continued  till  his  death, 
in  1806.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Gallaudet’s  visit,  there  were  but 
three  institutions  for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  in  the  British 
Isles:  the  London  Institution,  established  in  1792  by  Dr. 

*No  higher  testimony  need  be  given  to  the  eminent  ability  of  Mr.  Gal- 
laudet, or  to  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  leading  minds  of 
the  country,  than  the  efforts  made  to  obtain  his  services,  when,  in  1830,  it 
became  known,  that  in  consequence  of  failing  health,  he  was  about  to  leave 
the  Asylum.  His  biographer  remarks,  “ it  is  believed  that  the  services  of 
no  man  in  this  country  were  ever  more  earnestly  sought  for  in  so  many  de- 
partments of  philanthropic  labor.  The  impression  was  almost  universal,  as 
far  as  he  was  known,  not  only  that  he  was  eminently  qualified  to  take  charge 
of  any  benevolent  institution  in  the  land,  or  for  any  educational  service  to 
which  he  might  be  called,  but  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  be  thought  of, 
for  places  of  the  highest  responsibility.”  Among  the  Societies  and  institu- 
tions that  endeavored,  many  of  them  most  persistently,  to  secure  the  benefit 
of  his  talents  and  experience,  may  be  mentioned,  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  the  New  England  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  the  New 
York  University,  Dartmouth  College,  the  Oneida  Institute,  the  Utica  Fe- 
male Seminary,  the  Norwich  Female  Seminary,  the  High  School  at  Bur- 
lington, New  Jersey,  the  New  York  High  School,  the  Cincinnati  Semi- 
nary, etc.  Humphrey’s  Memoir,  p.  252. 
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Joseph  Watson,  a relative  of  the  elder  Braidwood;  a school 
at  Edinburgh,  opened  in  1810,  under  the  care  of  John  Braid- 
wood  ; and  one  at  Birmingham  in  1814,  under  the  charge  of 
Thomas  Braidwood,  both  grandsons  of  Thomas  Braidwood  of 
Edinburgh.  The  method  of  instruction  adopted  by  the  elder 
Braidwood  was  by  articulation,  and  the  other  schools  natur- 
ally followed  in  the  track  of  their  leader.  Even  at  this  early 
day,  however,  in  spite  of  the  enthusiasm  created  by  the  seem- 
ingly miraculous  achievement  of  restoring  speech  to  the  dumb, 
observant  men  began  to  realize  the  difficulties  of  this  system 
of  instruction,  and  its  unsatisfactory  character  in  the  case  of 
a large  class  it  was  designed  to  benefit.  The  same  objections 
to  it  as  a general  method  of  deaf-mute  education,  inherent 
in  the  system,  were  noticed  then,  as  now.  Dugald  Stewart, 
whose  account  of  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  boy,  James  Mit- 
cliel,  excited  so  much  interest  in  the  philosophic  world,  ex- 
pressed his  decided  conviction  that  the  benefits  which  articu- 
lation professed  to  confer  upon  the  deaf  mute  were  more  ap- 
parent than  real,  and  that  it  served  rather  to  “ astonish  the 
vulgar,”  than  to  render  him  any  valuable  aid  in  his  educa- 
tion.* The  system  of  Sicard,  then  at  the  acme  of  his  fame, 
whose  weekly  exhibitions  of  his  pupils  in  London  was  at  that 
time  drawing  crowds  of  the  nobility  to  his  levees,  was  creating 
a sensation  among  intellectual  men,  and  even  thus  early,  the 
tide  began  to  set  in  the  direction  of  instruction  by  signs. 

On  arriving  in  England,  Mr.  Gallaudet  naturally  repaired 
to  the  London  Institution  for  the  desired  instruction.  His 
application  was  coldly  received.  Dr.  Watson,  though  willing 
to  furnish  an  assistant  to  return  to  this  country  and  inaugur- 
ate the  enterprize  beyond  the  sea,  would  hardly  consent  to 
communicate  his  mysterious  art  to  a stranger  for  this  pur- 
pose. After  much  delay  and  prolonged  negotiation,  the  best 
terms  that  could  be  obtained  were,  that  after  a trial  of  one 
month,  ‘ upon  liking,’  the  applicant  might  enter  the  Institution 
as  an  assistant,  to  remain  on  the  usual  terms,  three  years, 
unless  Dr.  Watson  saw  fit  to  release  him  before  that  time,  as 
duly  qualified.  As  “ the  usual  terms,”  in  addition  to  other 


* Trans.  Roy.  Soc.  Edin.  Vol.  VII,  p.  39. 1 
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duties  equally  agreeable,  required  thirteen  hours  confine- 
ment daily  with  the  pupils,  with  the  drudgery  of  supervision 
in  and  out  of  school,  the  terms  were  of  course  declined.  The 
application  at  Edinburgh  was  equally  unpropitious.  Mr. 
Kinniburgh,  the  head  of  the  Edinburgh  school,  received  Mr. 
Gallaudet  with  great  cordiality,  but  could  render ’him  no  as- 
sistance, having  placed  himself  under  bonds  of  a thousand 
pounds  not  to  communicate  his  art  to  any  person  for  seven 
years,  and  of  these,  three  still  remained. 

The  embarrassments  thus  thrown  around  the  object  of  his 
mission  at  these  points,  were  most  Providential  and  fortunate. 
In  consequence  of  these  difficulties,  Mr.  Gallaudet  was  in- 
duced to  accept  the  cordial  invation  of  Sicard,  and  accom- 
pany him  to  Paris  to  obtain  the  desired  qualifications.  We 
say  this  result  was  Providential  and  fortunate,  for  it  proved 
that  although  instruction  by  articulation  was  the  only  mode 
of  educating  deaf  mutes  practiced  in  England  at  that  time, 
yet  this  method  was  found,  after  faithful  trial  in  the  English 
schools,  to  be  so  unsatisfactory,  that  in  the  course  of  a few 
years  they  began,  with  one  exception,  to  abandon  it,  substi- 
tuting in  its  place  instruction  by  signs.  Of  the  twenty-three 
schools  now  existing  in  the  British  Isles,  twenty-two  use 
signs,  and  one  articulation,  as  the  medium  of  instruction. 
That  the  system,  if  it  had  been  introduced  here,  would  have 
proved  any  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  there,  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe.  Indeed,  the  imperative  demand  of  our 
people  for  something  that  is  practically  useful,  would  probably 
have  led  to  its  still  earlier  rejection.  We  were,  however, 
saved  the  labor  and  loss  of  time  which  would  have  attended 
the  trial  of  the  system  in  this  country,  and  enjoyed  the  im- 
mediate benefits  of  one  which  has  proved  by  far  the  most  suc- 
cessful method  of  educating  deaf  mutes  that  the  world  has 
yet  seen. 

The  early  opinions  of  Mr.  Gallaudet  were  probably  essen- 
tially modified  by  his  conversations  with  the  Scotch  philoso- 
pher above  mentioned,  with  whom  he  was  well  acquainted, 
and  in  whose  family  he  was  a frequent  visitor.  The  merits 
of  the  two  systems  soon  began  to  excite  attention,  the  London 
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Quarterly  Review  and  the  Christian  Observer  entering 
warmly  into  the  discussion.*  To  the  latter,  Mr  Gallaudet  con- 
tributed several  articles,  showing  that  whatever  circumstances 
may  have  led  to  his  adoption  of  the  system  of  signs  in  the  first 
instance,  its  superior  excellence  soon  commended  itself  to  his 
best  judgment. 

A somewhat  significant  fact,  as  illustrating  the  practical 
value  of  these  two  methods  of  instruction,  is  worthy  of  notice, 
in  passing.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Braidwood,  in  1830, 
after  the  school  at  Hartford  had  been  in  operation  only  about 
thirteen  years,  Mr.  William  C.  Woodbridge,  who  had  been  a 
teacher  there  three  years,  received  from  the  Committee  a 
pressing  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  Birmingham  School, 
on  the  ground  thaf  “ a change  in  the  system  of  instruction 

* A writer  in  the  former  thus  sharply  expresses  himself : 

“Experience,  however,  soon  convinced  him,”  the  Abbe  de  l’Epee,  “that 
the  object  gained  by  enabling  them  to  utter  articulate  sounds,  was  by  no 
means  an  equivalent  for  the  difficult  and  disagreeable  nature  of  the  task  ; 
he  therefore  relinquished  entirely  this  part  of  his  original  plan,  as  adapted 
merely  to  amuse  or  astonish  the  ignorant. 

“ We  feel?no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  our  sentiments  upon  this  point, 
perfectly  coincide  with  those  of  the  Abbe.  We  consider  the  pains  taken  in 
teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb  the  utterance  of  articulate  sounds,  an  absolute 
misapplication  of  the  labor  and  patience  of  the  instructor,  and  an  unneces- 
sary waste  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  pupil. 

“ There  are  many  individuals  who  hear  and  speak,  whose  tones  are  so 
harsh  and  dissonant,  that  in  all  communications  with  them  we  should 
scarcely  lament  the  necessity  of  confining  ourselves  to  the  use  of  signs  and 
written  characters.  There  is  not  one  among  the  deaf  and  dumb,  who,  by 
any  degree  of  care  and  length  of  practice,  acquires  a melody  and  intonation 
of  voice  which  can  render  his  enunciation  even  tolerable.  Their  utterance 
is  found,  by  experience,  to  be  so  disagreeable,  that  it  is  seldom  or  never 
used  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  establishments  in  which  it  is  taught.  Add 
to  this,  that  the  contortions  of  countenance  with  which  it  is  accompanied  are 
of  the  most  unpleasant  kind  ; in  many  cases  they  completely  mould  the  fea- 
tures to  a peculiar  cast,  and  the  unnatural  contour  of  the  face  thus  pro- 
duced, cannot  fail  to  augment  the  pain  already  excited  by  the  jarring  and 
monotonous  sound  of  the  voice.  For  the  truth  of  this,  we  appeal  with  con- 
fidence to  the  friends  of  the  pupils  educated  by  the  late  Mr.  Braidwood." 
After  years  of  toil  and  torture,  they  returned  to  their  families  with  an  ac- 
quisition not  very  agreeable  to  their  acquaintances,  and  confessedly  useless 
to  themselves.” — Lon.  Quar.  Rev.,  Vol.  XXVI.,  p.p.  395-6. 
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hitherto  pursued  in  that  and  similar  institutions  in  England, 
was  highly  expedient,  as  shown  by  comparing  the  progress 
made  by  their  pupils  with  the  similar  progress  made  by  the 
pupils  educated  in  the  schools  of  Paris,  Hartford,  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  This  superior  progress  is  attributed  by  the 
Committee  to  the  practice  in  the  institutions  last"  named,  of 
improving  and  systematizing  the  language  of  gesture  and  ex- 
pression, as  the  spontaneous  and  universal  medium  of  com- 
munication of  deaf  mutes  with  each  other,  and  the  most  di- 
rect way  of  developing  their  minds  and  imparting  knowledge.” 
Mr.  Woodbridge  had  not  sufficient  health  to  allow  him  to  ac- 
cept the  offer,  but  the  offer  itself,  with  the  reasons  given,  are 
not  without  their  significance.*  • ■ 

The  mission  of  Mr.  Gallaudet  excited  great  interest  among 
the  distinguished  men  at  that  time  residing  in  this  “ Athens 
of  the  World.”  The  celebrated  Dr.  Thomas  Brown  remarked 
to  him  one  day,  “If  I were  not  engaged  in  my  duties  in  the 
University,  I know  of  no  pursuit  in  which  I could  take  more 
delight  than  in  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.” 
Mental  science  was  receiving  particular  attention,  and  the 
case  of  Julia  Brace,  deprived  at  the  age  of  four  years  of 
sight  and  hearing,  and  a protege  of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  was  a 
most  interesting  subject  for  philosophical  discussion  and 
enquiry. 

After  spending  some  months  in  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Gallaudet 
repaired  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1816,  and  immediately  applied  himself  most  assiduously  to 
the  object  of  his  mission,  under  the  instruction  of  the  distin- 
guished Sicard. 

While  the  enterprise  was  thus  progressing  abroad,  its 
friends  in  this  country  were  not  idle.  A charter  for  the  new 
Institution  was  obtained  from  the  Connecticut  Legislature  at 
the  May  session  of  this  year,  under  the  name  of  “The  Con- 
necticut Asylum  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  Deaf 
and  Dumb  persons.”  Of  the  sixty-tlmee  persons,  (two  of 
them  ladies,)  named  in  the  original  act  of  incorporation,  em- 
bracing many  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Hartford, 


* Barnard’s  Tribute  to  Gallaudet,  p.  77. 
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only  eiglit  now  survive,  and  four  are  still  officially  connected 
with  the  Asylum. 

Mr.  Gallaudet  returned  to  this  country  August  9th,  bring- 
ing with  him  Mr.  Laurent  Clerc,  a gentleman  deaf  and  dumb 
from  birth,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  pupils  of  Sicard, 
who  had  been  for  ten  years  employed  as  a teacher  in  the 
Royal  Institution  at  Paris.  Mr.  Clerc  had  been  educated 
entirely  by  signs,  and  was  an  excellent  example  of  the  value 
of  this  method.  The  first  eight  months  after  their  arrival 
were  occupied  in  passing  through  various  portions  of  the 
country,  exciting  an  interest  in  their  work  and  raising  funds. 
The  striking  illustration  which  Mr,  Gallaudet  took  with  him, 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  misfortune  of  deafness  can  be  alle- 
viated by  education,  excited  unbounded  astonishment.  The 
assistant  proved  to  be  so  intelligent,  and  to  possess  so  perfect  an 
acquaintance  with  both  the  French  and  English  languages, 
that  some  persons  were  even  disposed  to  be  incredulous  re- 
specting the  reality  of  the  infirmity  in  his  case,  and  to  sus- 
pect deception.  An  amusing  instance  of  this  incredulity 
occurred  during  the  visit  to  Quebec.  Mr.  Clerc  was  sitting 
in  a book-store,  occupied  in  reading.  The  proprietor,  feeling- 
some  suspicion  respecting  the  deafness  of  a man  who  could 
use  the  French  language  so  readily  and  correctly,  determined 
to  satisfy  himself  by  actual  experiment,  and  going  up  quietly 
behind  him,  clapped  his  hands  violently  near  his  head. 
Though  profoundly  deaf,  and  perceiving  no  sound,  Mr.  Clerc 
felt  the  rush  of  air,  and  immediately  turned  his  head  for  the 
cause.  This  movement  fully  convinced  the  Frenchman  of  his 
ability  to  hear,  and  his  politeness  scarcely  prevented  his  ex- 
pressing, in  decided  terms,  his  sense  of  imposition. 

The  enterprise  took  a deep  hold  of  the  benevolent  mind,  and 
contributions  flowed  in  liberally,  especially  from  the  New 
England  States.  The  Governor  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Wolcott 
commended  the  work  to  public  sympathy  by  a special  proc- 
lamation, and  encouraged  collections  in  the  churches.  About 
$12,000  were  obtained  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  school. 
This  event  took  place,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  on  the 
loth  of  April,  1817,  in  the  building  now  occupied  as  the  City 
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Hotel.  The  number  of  pupils  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
was  seven,  which  was  increased  before  the  close  of  the  year 
to  forty-one,  rendering  necessary  the  employment  of  three 
additional  teachers.  Of  these  forty-one  pupils,  fifteen  were 
from  Connecticut,  eight  from  Massachusetts,  four  from  New 
Hampshire,  one  from  Rhode  Island,  two  from  VerVnont,  two 
from  New  York,  three  from  Pennsylvania,  two  from  Virginia, 
three  from  Maryland,  and  one  from  Ohio.  The  impression 
was  at  first  quite  general,  that  one  institution  would  suffice 
for  the  wants  of  the  whole  country,  up  to  this  time  the 
census  having  made  no  enumeration  of  the  number  of  deaf 
mutes.  The  mistake,  however,  was  soon  apparent,  and 
in  1818,  the  New  York  Institution  was  commenced.  The 
Pennsylvania  school  followed  in  1820,  and  that  of  Kentucky 
in  1823. 

A grant  of  land  from  the  National  Congress  in  1819,  se- 
cured the  permanent  usefulness  of  the  Institution.  This  was 
obtained  in  response  to  a petition  from  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, presented  and  ably  advocated  by  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Terry,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams,  from  this  city,  who 
at  that  time  represented  Connecticut  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. The  efforts  of  these  gentlemen  were  warmly  seconded 
by  other  prominent  members  from  New  England,  and  by 
the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  The  grant 
gave  permission  to  take  a section  of  any  unoccupied  land  in 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  selection  was  made  of 
a tract  of  about  23,000  acres,  lying  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
Although  some  years  must  elapse  before  the  land  could  be 
sold,  yet  the  Directors  felt  authorized  by  the  possession  of 
these  means,  to  provide  suitable  and  permanent  accommoda- 
tions for  the  growing  school.  A beautiful  site  comprising 
about  seven  acres,  situated  on  a hill  half  a mile  west  of  the 
city,  was  obtained.  It  was  covered  with  fruit  trees  and  valu- 
able buildings,  and  was  occupied  at  the  time  as  a gentleman’s 
country  seat.  The  price  paid  was  $8,600.  The  founda- 
tions of  a spacious  edifice  were  laid,  and  the  building  pushed 
forward  rapidly  to  its  completion.  In  the  course  of  the  next 
ten  years  most  of  the  land  in  Alabama  was  sold,  and  its  pro- 
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ceeds  made  available.  The  labor  and  perplexity  involved  in 
this  transaction  were  immense.  It  was  most  skillfully  and 
judiciously  effected  by  the  late  William  Ely,  Esq.,  of  this  city, 
to  whose  efficient  management  of  this  complicated  and 
extended  interest  the  Corporation  are  under  lasting  obli- 
gations. 

The  fund  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Directors,  was 
unaccompanied  with  any  restriction  or  condition  whatever. 
It  was  given  them  to  use  according  to  their  best  judgment  in 
promoting  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  Without 
the  least  departure  from  this  general  object,  they  might  have 
used  it  to  build  up  a local  Institution,  retaining  the  local 
name.  But  the  Board  did  not  so  purpose.  They  determined 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  their  fund  as  widely  as  possible,  and 
with  it  to  accomplish  all  the  good  in  their  power.  The 
change  from  “The  Connecticut”  to  “The  American  Asy- 
lum,” which,  as  indicating  this  purpose,  they  secured  in  their 
corporate  name,  has  before  been  alluded  to  in  these  Reports. 
In  making  the  application,  three  reasons  are  given  for  desiring 
this  change:  first,  that  the  original  object  of  the  Institution 
was  to  relieve  this  infirmity  wherever  found  ; second,  the  lib- 
eral contributions  to  its  funds  from  individuals ; third,  the 
generous  grant  of  the  government — all  rendering  it  proper, 
in  their  judgment,  that  the  doors  of  the  school  should  be 
thrown  open  to  the  unfortunate  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. These  liberal  and  catholic  principles  have  governed  the 
Board  during  the  fifty  years  of  its  corporate  existence.  All 
who  have  entered  the  school  have  shared  equally  its  advan- 
tages, no  distinction  being  made  between  public  and  private 
pupils,  or  between  those  residing  near  and  those  coming  from 
a distance. 

No  one  can  become  familiar  with  the  early  history  of  the 
Asylum,  without  being  struck  with  the  religious  element 
which  inspired  and  prompted  the  whole  movement.  It  was, 
from  its  inception,  a work  suggested  and  carried  forward  by 
warm  Christian  benevolence.  Says  Mr.  Weld,  “ the  Direct- 
ors had  ever  regarded  their  enterprize  as  one  of  piety  and 
Christian  charity.  They  were  acting  for  the  benefit  of  per- 


sons  whose  condition  of  intellectual  and  moral  darkness  ex- 
cluded them,  like  the  heathen,  from  the  hopes,  the  consola- 
tions, the  knowledge,  e^en,  of  Christianity.”*  It  was  this 
aspect  of  the  work,  preeminently,  that  attracted  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  and  induced  him  to  give  himself  to  its  ac- 
complishment. His  correspondence  indicates  that  'he  was  so 
strongly  impressed  with  the  sacred  character  of  his  mission, 
as  scarcely  to  feel  at  liberty,  while  abroad,  to  spend  time  in 
visiting  works  of  art,  which  otheiwvise  would  have  afforded 
him  so  much  gratification.  He  seemed  to  feel  that  all  his 
time  must  be  sacredly  devoted  to  preparation  for  his  respon- 
sible duties.  When  the  new  edifice  was  nearly  completed 
and  ready  for  occupancy,  the  following  resolution,  passed  by 
the  Board,  will  show  what  motives  had  governed  them  in  the 
prosecution  ot  their  labors. 

“Whereas,  an  edifice  has  lately  been  erected  by  this  Institution, 
and  is  now  ready  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
humane  and  pious  design  of  the  founders  of  the  Asylum,  the  Direct- 
ors have  constructed  it,  not  only  to  promote  the  improvement  of  the 
pupils  in  human  and  divine  knowledge,  but  have  also  designed  it  as 
a sanctuary  where  they  may  worship  God; — for  these  reasons,  and 
because  the  donors  and  friends  of  this  Institution  have  cause  to  praise 
Him  for  having  so  prospered  their  undertakings,  as  to  enable  them  to 
build  so  spacious  and  goodly  an  edifice,  as  also  generally,  for  His 
smiles  upon  the  Institution,  the  Directors  resolve  to  meet,  and  invite 
the  members  of  the  corporation  and  their  fellow-citizens,  to  meet  at 
said  house  on  the  22d  day  of  May  next,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  and  therfe 
dedicate  said  house  to  Almighty  God,  and  in  solemn  acts  of  worship, 
to  record  His  goodness,  and  supplicate  His  blessing  on  this  infant 
Seminary.” 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  an  interesting  service 
was  held  at  the  time  designated,  and  the  Principal,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Board,  delivered  a sermon  from  the  steps  of  the 
new  building  to  a large  audience.  It  may  be  proper  to  re- 
mark in  passing,  that  the  religious  feature  which  was  so 
prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the  Asylum,  has  ever  main- 
tained its  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  Directors.  They 
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have  designed  it  to  be  an  eminently  Christian  school,  man- 
aged and  taught  by  Christian  men,  and  instructing  the  chil- 
dren, not  in  the  dogmas  of  a particular  sect,  but  in  the  prin- 
ciples, hopes,  and  consolations  of  the  Gospel. 

As  schools  for  deaf  mutes  began  to  be  established  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  deriving,  in  most  instances,  their 
heads,  and  in  all,  their  systems  of  instruction  from  the  Parent 
School,  it  became  evident  that  the  peculiar  field  of  usefulness 
for  the  Asylum  should  be  the  New  England  States.  Although 
pupils  had  already  been  sent  to  the  school  from  these  States, 
and  in  some  of  them  Legislative  provision  had  been  made  for 
their  support,  yet  no  general  arrangement  had  been  effected 
by  which  all  the  deaf  mutes  of  New  England  could  have  the 
advantages  afforded  by  the  liberal  policy  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Directors.  On  the  25th  of  January,  1825, 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  four 
Northern  States  of  New  England,  met  at  the  Asylum  to  take 
this  subject  into  consideration.  The  object  of  this  meeting 
was  “to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Asylum  as  respects  its 
funds,  the  instruction,  treatment  and  employment  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  to  ascertain  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
the  deaf  and  dumb  who  might  be  sent  from  these  States,  could 
be  received.”  As  the  arrangement  which  was  at  that  time 
consummated,  was  of  some  importance  in  the  subsequent  his- 
tory of  the  Asylum,  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  records  of 
the  Institution  explaining  its  nature,  and 'the  views  of  the 
Directors  in  its  ratification,  may  not  be  without  interest. 
We  quote  from  the  Ninth  Report  : 

“At  the  conference  which  took  place  between  the  Commissioners 
and  the  Directors,  a free  exposition  was  made  of  the  condition  of  the 
Asylum,  its  management,  its  funds,  its  resources,  its  expenditures  and 
its  prospects.  The  deliberations  and  proceedings  were  marked  with 
the  most  entire  reciprocal  confidence,  and  the  effects  that  are  likely  to 
follow,  we  cannot  but  consider  as  highly  auspicious  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  We  think  we  are  perfectly  safe  in  say- 
ing, that  after  a very  full  and  minute  investigation,  the  Commissioners 
were  satisfied  that  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Asylum,  were  such  as 
would  enable  it  to  do  the  most  good  in  the  most  effectual  way,  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  of  our  common  country .” 
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“ On  this  principle  the  Directors  have  ever  acted,  and  will  still 
continue  to  act,  deeming  it  their  sacred  duty,  as  they  are  chiefly  in- 
debted for  their  funds  to  the  munificence  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, so  to  manage  their  resources  and  conduct  the  Institution  under 
their  care,  that  its  benefits  may  be  communicated  in  the  most  equal 
and  impartial  manner  to  every  State  in  the  Union  that  iqay  wish  to 
participate  in  them.” 

In  the  proposition  made  by  the  Board  to  the  Commissioners, 
these  principles  were  made  prominent.  It  was  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

“ Whereas , The  States  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont 
and  Maine  have  sent  Commissioners  to  examine  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  this  Institution,  as  it  respects  its  funds,  and  the  instruc- 
tion, treatment  and  employment  of  the  pupils,  and  to  ascertain  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  who  may  be  sent 
to  the  Asylum  from  these  States  will  be  received;  Now,  therefore 
it  is  hereby 

“ Resolved,  That  we  will  receive  the  deaf  and  dumb  who  may  be 
sent  to  the  Asylum  by  the  States  aforesaid,  respectively,  or  such  of 
them  as  shall  agree  to  our  proposals,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  dollars  per  annum  for  each  pupil,  and  for  that  sum  to  furnish 
such  pupil  with  instruction,  board,  washing  and  lodging,  and  stationery 
for  the  school-rooms,  and  to  teach  them  mechanical  trades,  as  is  here- 
inafter specified ; and  that  the  sum  aforesaid  shall  be  varied  from 
year  to  year,  as  the  state  of  the  funds  shall  warrant,  such  sum  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Directors  at  the  commencement  of  each  year,  and  to  con- 
tinue for  one  year,  the  year  to  commence  on  the  last  Wednesday  of 
May,  the  money  to  be  paid  in  advance,  semi-annually.  And  further 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  will  act  in  future,  as  they 
have  done  heretofore,  upon  the  principle  of  making  the  charity  with 
which  they  are  intrusted  as  extensively  useful  as  possible ; and  for 
that  purpose,  to  expend  all  that  they  have  a right  by  law  to  expend, 
(the  product  of  their  fund,)  and  to  distribute  it  with  an  impartial 
hand,  extending  its  benefits  equally,  not  only  to  the  States  aforesaid, 
but  to  all  other  States  in  the  Union  who  may  send  their  deaf  and 
dumb  to  the  Asylum  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  this 
resolution  ; also  to  indigent  individuals;  so  that  as  our  fund  increases, 
(as  we  may  reasonably  expect  will  be  the  case,)  the  sum  to  be  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  for  instruction,  &c.,  will  be  lessened  from  time  to 
time,  always  calculating  to  expend,  during  the  year,  the  income  of  the 


25 


year,  after  reserving  such  sum  as  the  Directors  shall  deem  meet  for 
contingent  and  unforeseen  expenses.” 

As  the  result  of  this  conference,  the  Commissioners  voted 
unanimously  to  recommend  to  their  respective  Legislatures 
to  accept  the  proposals  of  the  Board,  and  to  send  their  deaf 
mutes  to  the  Asylum  for  education.  The  recommendation 
was  promptly  adopted  by  each  of  these  States,  and  the  requi- 
site appropriations  made  lor  carrying  it  into  effect.  Rhode 
Island  came  into  the  arrangement  in  1842.  A more  honora- 
ble, benevolent,  generous,  judicious  disposition  of  funds  com- 
mitted in  trust  to  a Corporate  Body,  to  use  freely  and  at  its 
own  discretion,  cannot  be  found  in  the  record  of  human 
affairs.  It  was  as  pure  an  outworking  of  Christian  charity, 
and  as  free  from  selfish  and  personal  ends,  as  any  human 
transaction  can  well  be.  The  sole  object  of  the  Board  in  the 
arrangement,  was  “ to  do  the  most  good,  in  the  most  effectual 
way,  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  our  common  country.”.  Yet 
this  arrangement  has  been  styled  in  certain  quarters  “ a mo- 
nopoly ” of  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  its  opera- 
tion an  effort  to  obtain  patronage  ! 

The  arrangement  thus  consummated  with  the  States  of  Mew 
England  for  the  education  of  their  deaf  mutes  has  been  con- 
tinued with  mutual  satisfaction  to  the  present  time.  Pupils 
have  annually  entered  the  Institution  from  all  these  States, 
and  at  the  close  of  their  terms  have  returned  to  their  friends, 
greatly  relieved  of  their  misfortune.  The  number  received 
from  each  State,  and  the  whole  number  who  have  enjoyed  the 
benefits  of  instruction,  will  be  stated  elsewhere.*  On  the 
part  of  the  Directors,  the  contract  which  was  thus  entered 
into,  has  been  most  faithfully  and  liberally  carried  out.  The 
fund  has  been  skillfully  and  gratuitously  managed,  and  not  a 
dollar  has  been  lost.  The  buildings  and  grounds  have  been 
enlarged  as  the  wants  of  the  school  have  required.  A large 
coi'ps  of  educated  and  able  men  have  been  employed  as  in- 
structors, and  the  success  of  their  efforts  in  the  education 
given  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  surpassed  by  no  Institu- 
tion in  this  country  or  the  world.  Experienced  Matrons  and 
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Stewards  hare  had  charge  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  house- 
hold, special  care  being  taken  to  throw  around  the  children 
in  their  life  at  the  Institution,  the  kind  supervision  and  plea- 
sant associations  of  home.  Shops  have  been  erected,  tools 
provided,  and  competent  men  employed  to  teach  suitable 
trades,  by  which  they  might  obtain  a support  in  after  life. 
The  graduates  of  the  Institution,  now  numbering  about  fifteen 
hundred,  scattered  over  all  parts  of  New  England  and  the 
country,  are  the  best  possible  testimony  to  its  high  success, 
and  to  the  thorough  and  practical  character  of  the  education 
which  it  has  imparted. 

Carrying  out  the  purpose  they  had  adopted  of  making  their 
fund  as  useful  as  possible,  the  Directors,  in  1835,  authorized 
the  Principal  to  visit,  with  some  pupils,  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  excite  an  interest  in  the  subject  and 
secure  some  provision  for  the  education  of  their  deaf  mutes. 
The  advantages  of  the  Institution  were  offered  to  these 
States  on  the  same  terms  as  to  those  of  New  England.  The 
offer  was  promptly  accepted,  and  appropriations  were  made 
for  the  education  of  their  children  at  the  Asylum.  They  con- 
tinued to  be  sent  here  for  this  purpose,  until  both  these  im- 
portant States  had  established  Schools  within  their  own  limits. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  Asylum,  while  affording  few 
incidents  requiring  record,  has  been  one  of  increasing  and  ex- 
panding usefulness.  The  flying  years  have  brought  their 
inevitable  changes  to  directors,  principals,  teachers  and 
pupils,  while  upon  the  entire  enterprise  has  rested  the  evident 
blessing  of  God.  The  degree  of  health  among  the  pupils 
from  year  to  year,  has  been  almost  without  example  in  estab- 
lishments of  this  kind.  Modifications  in  methods  of  instruc- 
tion, and  improvements  in  the  management  of  all  departments, 
which  experience  has  suggested,  have  been  promptly  adopted. 

In  two  departments,  changes  have  taken  place  that  are 
specially  worthy  of  note.  The  arrangement  made  by  the 
Directors  for  boarding  the  pupils,  when  the  school  was  first 
opened,  was  that  which  usually  obtained  in  similar  cases, 
viz.,  paying  a certain  sum  per  week  for  each  pupil  to  some 
person  who,  for  this  compensation,  was  to  be  responsible  for 
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this  department.  After  a few  years’  trial,  this  method  was 
found  objectionable.  It  was  placing  both  the  comfort  and 
the  health  of  the  pupils  at  the  mercy  of  one  individual,  whose 
direct  pecuniary  interest  it  was  to  provide  for  them  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  Although  the  persons  employed  by  the 
Board  to  take  this  charge,  were  men  of  integrity  and  kindness, 
yet  it  was  a position  of  trial  to  which  few  persons  should  be 
subjected,  and  which  could  hardly  fail  to  prove  unfortunate 
in  the  end.  As  early  as  1836,  this  arrangement  was  changed 
by  the  appointment  of  a Steward,  who  was  instructed  to  pro- 
vide whatever  was  suitable,  and  the  Board  paid  the  expense, 
whatever  it  might  be.  This  management,  the  only  one  that 
should  be  tolerated  in  any  public  or  private  school,  has  been 
since  pursued  with  the  best  results. 

The  changes  made,  and  the  progress  realized  in  the 
methods  of  instruction,  have  been  most  marked  and  import- 
ant. In  the  earlier  periods  of  instruction,  much  use  was 
made  of  the  system  of  methodical  signs,  so  carefully  elaborated 
by  De  l’Epee  and  Sicard,  by  which  not  only  the  different 
parts  of  speech,  and  their  appropriate  places  in  a sentence 
were  designated,  but  each  word,  whatever  its  quality,  modifi- 
cation or  form,  had  expression  in  a definite  and  fixed  sign. 
By  this  method,  the  exact  words  of  any  sentence  could  be 
given  to  a pupil  in  their  proper  order.  These  signs  were 
greatly  simplified  and  improved  by  Mr.  Gallaudet  and  his 
early  associates,  who  entered  with  enthusiasm  upon  their  new 
labor,  and  were  highly  qualified  for  its  prosecution.  The 
system,  however,  was  complicated  and  cumbersome.  Words 
nearly  synonymous,  having  only  a shade  of  difference  in  mean- 
ing, must  yet  have  each  a distinct  sign.  To  become  familiar 
with  these  signs  was  found  to  involve  great  labor,  and  even 
after  they  were  acquired,  it  was  seen  that  informing  a pupil 
the  position  of  a word  in  a sentence,  without  giving  a reason 
why  it  should  be  there,  rather  than  in  another  place,  was  of 
little  utility.  Later  instructors  have  improved  upon  these 
methods,  by  abandoning  the  use  of  methodical  signs  altoge- 
ther, and  they  now  remain,  as  far  as  American  schools  are 
concerned,  an  interesting  monument  to  the  ingenuity  and 
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perseverance  of  their  authors.  The  old  methods  also  intro- 
duced, at  the  commencement  of  the  course,  long  vocabularies 
of  names.  The  earliest  books  published  contain  interminable 
lists  of  words  of  every  class  and  description,  which  the  pupil 
was  required  to  master,  before  proceeding  to  connected  lan- 
guage. It  is  the  habit  of  modern  teachers,  as  soon  as  the 
pupil  has  the  requisite  materials  to  construct  a sentence,  to 
put  him  at  once  into  the  simplest  forms  of  connected  lan- 
guage, so  that  passing  on  from  these  to  those  more  compli- 
cated, he  proceeds  intelligently  till  he  overcomes  every  ob- 
stacle, and  obtains  a complete  knowledge  of  this  most  difficult 
subject.  The  end  of  instruction,  to  restore  the  pupil  to  com- 
munication with  society  by  making  him  acquainted  with 
written  language,  is  the  same  now  as  when  the  school  was 
first  opened.  The  main  instrument  for  accomplishing  this 
work,  the  natural  language  of  the  deaf  mute  himself,  is  used 
by  our  teachers  now,  as  it  was  in  the  earlier  stages  of  instruc- 
tion ; but  the  processes  by  which  this  end  is  attained  are  en- 
tirely different,  so  different. that  little  similarity  could  be  de- 
tected. We  are  free  to  say,  that  in  no  branch  of  education 
has  so  much  advancement  been  made  in  methods  and  pro- 
cesses of  teaching,  within  the  last  fifty  years,  as  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

But  the  crowning  honor  of  the  Asylum  and  of  its  distin- 
guished Founder  is,  that  here,  first,  was  introduced  by  him,  the 
exercises  of  religious  worship,  in  the  beautiful  and  expressive 
language  of  signs.  Says  Dr.  Peet,  in  his  appreciative  tri- 
bute to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  “ first  of  all  teachers 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  he  established  for  his  pupils  the  regu- 
lar worship  of  God,  including  prayer,  praise,  instruction  and 
exhortation,  in  the  only  language  which  can  be  made  intel- 
ligible to  the  mass  of  an  assembly  of  deaf  mutes ; the  only 
language,  also,  which,  even  with  well  educated  deaf  mutes, 
goes  directly  to  the  understanding,  the  conscience  and  the 
heart.”  The  daily  and  weekly  exercises  of  religious  worship, 
here  first  commenced  in  the  language  of  signs,  as  it  has  ever 
been  maintained  in  American  Institutions,  is  a source  of  un- 
speakable interest  and  profit  to  these  “ children  of  silence.” 
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Oral  worship,  they  may  have  witnessed  before  coming  to  the 
Institution,  but  it  was  to  them  a ceremony,  mysterious  and 
unmeaning.  By  means  of  signs,  the  simplest  principles  of 
Divine  truth  can  be  made  intelligible  to  them  on  first  coming 
to  school ; the  narratives  and  instructions  of  the  Divine  word 
can  be  clearly  unfolded,  and  they  can  be  taught  to  worship 
God,  in  the  only  language  which  is  acceptable  to  Him — the 
language  of  the  heart.  As  a means  both  of  moral  and  in- 
tellectual improvement,  the  service  is  of  incalculable  value — 
a source  of  unfailing  satisfaction  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
no  possible  equivalent  could  be  substituted  for  its  loss. 

Occasion  was  taken  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  to  state  some- 
what at  length,  the  distinctive  features  of  the  system  of  in- 
struction which  has  been  pursued  in  the  Asylum,  and  the 
reasons  for  giving  it  a decided  preference  over  other  methods 
for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes.  The  use  which  we  make  of 
the  signs  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  classes  whose  speech  it 
is  desirable  to  retain  and  improve,  the  general  methods  and 
processes  of  instruction,  and  in  fine,  the  principles  upon 
which  we  base  bur  entire  course  of  education,  are  those  which 
have  commended  themselves  to  our  matured  experience,  and 
which  able  and  observant  men  in  this  profession  have  de- 
cided, upon  the  trial  of  a hundred  years,  to  be  the  best. 
The  excellence  of  the  education  obtained  by  the  mass  of 
pupils  in  our  American  Institutions,  the  degree  of  intelligence 
and  culture  acquired,  their  ability  to  read  books  intelligently 
and  with  interest,’ their  free  and  natural  use  of  language, 
and  the  practical  character  of  the  training  to  which  they  are 
subjected,  as  fitting  them  for  the  responsibilities  of  life,  are 
the  highest  possible  testimony  to  the  philosophical  correctness 
and  value  of  the  processes  by  which  such  results  are  realized. 
TVe  find  nothing  in  the  schools  of  other  countries,  or  in  other 
methods  of  instruction,  that  in  these  tangible  and  unquestion- 
able tests  of  excellence,  surpass  or  equal  our  own.  These 
results  all  intelligent  persons  can  appreciate  ; of  their  reality 
and  worth  they  are  competent  to  judge,  and  to  them  Ameri- 
can instructors  confidently  appeal  as  proof  that  the  methods 
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they  employ,  are  and  must  be  based  upon  reason  and  com- 
mon sense. 

We  bear  it  said  however,  in  some  quarters,  that  these  prin- 
ciples are  now  being  called  in  question  ; that  the  rival  sys- 
tems of  instruction  are  being  discussed  again  ; that  old  meth- 
ods are  found  to  be  imperfect  and  are  being  set  aside  for 
others  which  are  new  and  far  preferable.  Now  it  should  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  there  has  arisen  no  new  discussion 
of  these  methods  whatever,  among  practical  teachers  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  Among  the  hundred  and  thirty  gentlemen 
in  this  country  who  are  engaged  in  this  work,  many  of  them 
men  of  high  culture,  and  several  of  over  forty  years  experi- 
ence, there  is  absolutely  no  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  comparative  value  of  the  two  systems,  nor  in  respect  to 
the  general  principles  upon  which  deaf-mute  education  should 
be  conducted.  The  entire  agreement,  on  so  important  a sub- 
ject as  the  best  method  of  teaching  deaf  mutes,  of  so  large  a 
body  of  men,  comprising  certainly  a fair  amount  of  intellec- 
tual ability,  men  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  the  investiga- 
tion and  testing  of  this  very  subject,  cannot  fail  to  be  without 
weight  in  the  judgment  of  intelligent  men.  These  gentle- 
men, without  exception,  fully  endorse  the  conclusion  reached 
by  Prof.  Day,  after  his  second  examination  of  foreign  Institu- 
tions, with  regard  to  the'system  pursued  in  American  schools : 
“the  principle  on  which  is  rests  is  right ; the  processes  on 
which  it  depends  are  in  accordance  with  sound  philosophy, 
and  the  results,  those  which  have  given  our  Institutions  a 
name  and  rank  second  to  none.” 

The  statement  also,  which  has  been  somewhat  industriously 
circulated,  that  the  subject  is  exciting  new  interest  in  Eng- 
land, and  especially  that  public  opinion  is  at  the  present  time 
turning  more  favorably  in  the  direction  of  articulation,  we 
have  the  best  of  reasons  for  pronouncing  a mistaken  one. 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Syle,  who  has  recently  visited  the  prominent 
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English  schools,  in  a letter*  to  the  New  York  Evening  Post, 
gives  a decided  negative  to  such  an  impression.  Mr.  Svle  is 
a semi-mute,  a nephew  of  the  late  Henry  Winter  Davis.  He 
was  for  a time  a member  of  Trinity  College  in  this  city? 
where  he  took  a high  rank  as  a scholar,  and  more  recently  of  the 
National  Deaf  Mute  College  at  Washington.  He  is  a young 
man  of  fine  abilities,  fully  competent  to  form  a judgment  in 
the  case,  and  speaks  from  personal  knowledge. 

A further  and  conclusive  testimony  to  this  point,  is  a letter 
to  the  writer,  from  Mr.  Charles  Baker,  bearing  date  of  the 
20th  ult.  Mr.  Baker  is  one  of  the  oldest  English  instructors, 
Principal  of  the  Doncaster  Institution,  and  specially  eminent  as 
a writer  on  deaf-mute  education.  He  says  : “We  depend  on 
natural  signs,  leading  on  to  written  language,  in  all  the  in- 
structions given  to  our  pupils.  I do  not  think  English  schools, 

* TEACHING  THE  DUMB  TO  SPEAK. 

Hyde,  Isle  of  Wight,  March  2,  1867. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Evening  Post: 

A letter  with  this  heading  in  the  Weekly  Evening  Post  of  February 
19,  states,  “apparently  on  the  authority  of  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  State  Charities,”  “ that  at  the  present  time  both  the 
teaching  of  articulation  and  the  plan  of  placing  deaf  mutes  in  the  common 
schools  appear  to  be  gaining  ground  in  England,”  as  well  as  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe. 

From  information  obtained  within  the  last  few  months  respecting  all  the 
institutions  for  the  deaf  in  the  British  Isles,  except  three  or  four  of  the 
smallest,  it  appears  that  in  only  two  is  articulation  considered  worth  teach- 
ing save  to  pupils  who  lost  their  hearing  at  a comparatively  advanced  age — 
or  actually  taught  to  more  than  a few  of  even  these.  The  London  Asylum 
and  the  Donaldson  Institution  at  Edinburgh  are  both  amply  endowed ; the 
former  has  fourteen  hearing  instructors  on  its  staff  of  sixteen.  Plere  alone 
the  attempt  can  be  made  with  every  pupil ; it  is  made  and  conscientiously 
continued ; in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  fails.  As  Mr.  Hawkins,  the 
able  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  London  Institution,  declares,  articulation 
“seems  to  be  gradually  falling  into  neglect  in  our  British  establishments,” 
while  “in  those  schools  where  it  is  now  taught,  scarcely  more  than  one  child 
(naturally  deaf  and  dumb)  in  thirty,  attains  to  anything  approaching  suc- 
cess.” (On  the  Constitution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  pp.  73,  74.)  This 

was  written  in  1863  ; he  used  similar  language  last  summer 

Yours,  H.  W.  S. 
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as  a body,  have  ‘abandoned’  articulation,  but  that  they  never 
adopted  it,  except  partially,  always,  however,  leaving  the  Asy- 
lum in  London  out  of  this  category.  I do  not  believe  that 
public  opinion  in  England  is  at  this  moment  more  favorable 
to  articulation  than  at  any  previous  time.  I have  seen  no 
indications  of  this  being  the  case.  All  the  provinbial  Institu- 
tions here,  adopt  the  same  course  as  you  do  in  the  United 
States.  Articulation  is  no  more  in  favor  among  teachers  than 
it  has  been  heretofore.” 

The  position  which  this  Institution  sustains  towards  the 
States  of  New  England,  we  wish  to  have  most  distinctly  un- 
derstood. It  is  in  an  important  respect,  not  a local,  but  a nation 
Institution,  having  derived  the  funds  which  contribute  so 
materially  to  its  usefulness,  from  the  bounty  of  the  General 
Government.  Circumstances,  however,  have  directed  its 
sphere  of  labor  mainly  to  New  England.  We  have  the  or- 
ganization, accommodations,  apparatus,  and  teachers  suffi- 
cient for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  mutes  found  in  this  re- 
gion of  country.  The  number  in  these  States  of  suitable  age 
to  be  under  a course  of  education,  would  constitute  a school 
of  the  most  desirable  size  for  classification,  and  for  efficient 
management.  Having  these  facilities  for  the  care  and  train- 
ing of  about  this  number,  we  prefer  to  have  our  buildings 
occupied,  and  desire  to  do  as  much  good  as  possible  to  the 
largest  number  for  whose  comfort  we  can  provide.  We  do 
not  believe  these  pupils  can  be  as  well  taught  elsewhere,  for 
in  no  other  place  in  New  England  can  they  enjoy  equal  ad- 
vantages. Such  an  Institution  is  the  growth  of  time.  It 
cannot  be  created  in  a day  or  a year.  Its  apparatus,  modes 
of  internal  management,  its  skill  and  efficiency,  are  the  results 
of  matured  experience.  We  regard  it  as  a great  loss  for  the 
pupils  of  New  England  to  be  deprived  of  these  advantages. 
Just  this,  and  no  more,  is  our  desire  to  retain  and  educate  the 
deaf  mutes  for  any  or  all  the  States  referred  to.  It  is  a ques- 
tion of  far  more  interest  and  importance  to  them,  than  to  us. 
They  can  enjoy  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Institution,  if 
they  desire  to  do  so.  If  any  state  prefers  to  educate  its  child- 
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ren  elsewhere,  there  is  more  room  and  a larger  fund  for  those 
that  remain. 

The  question  respecting  the  removal  of  the  deaf  mutes  of 
Massachusetts  from  the  Asylum,  and  educating  them  within 
the  State,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  our  last  report,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a Special  Committee 
of  the  Legislature.  This  committee  have  courteously  afford- 
ed the  Board  an  opportunity  to  explain  their  position,  and 
views  of  the  subject,  and  the  decision  they  may  reach  in  the 
matter,  whatever  it  be,  will  be  entirely  acceptable  to  qs.* 

It  has  sometimes  been  suggested  that  the  education  of  deaf 
mutes  should  be  commenced  at  an  earlier  age  than  we  desire  to 
receive  them  into  our  Institution.  In  most  American  schools 
the  time  for  admission  is  between  the  ages  of  12  and  20.  One 
reason,  in  our  case,  in  formerly  fixing  upon  this  limit,  was 
the  fact  that  the  States  of  New  England  have  been  accustom- 
ed to  provide  for  the  support  of  their  children  only  for  the 
term  of  six  years.  Being  confined  to  this  very  short  time, 
we  desire  to  take  that  period  during  which  we  can  most  bene- 
fit the  pupil,  and  to  secure  this  end  we  need  a maturity  of 
mind,  and  of  physical  health  rarely  attained  before  the  age  of 
ten  or  twelve.  In  deference  to  the  pressing  applications  of 
friends,  though  somewhat  in  opposition  to  our  own  judgment, 
the  Board,  a few  years  since,  consented  to  receive  pupils  as 
early  as  eight,  and  we  continue  to  do  so.  Our  experience, 
however,  has  not  been  favorable  to  this  early  commencement. 
We  cannot  approve  of  the  policy  of  taking  children  in  their 
early  and  tender  years,  and  before  they  have  passed  through 
the  diseases  of  childhood,  from  pleasant  homes,  and  from  the 

* Since  the  presentation  of  this  report,  the  committee  referred  to  have 
made  a report  to  the  Legislature,  which  was  promptly  accepted.  Cordially 
commending  the  management  and  system  of  instruction  pursued  at  the 
Asylum,  they  recommend  that  there  be  no  change  in  the  relations  of  the 
State  to  the  Asylum,  either  now  or  in  the  future ; that  four  years  be  added 
to  the  term  of  instruction  ; that  schools  be  opened  within  the  State  for  the 
instruction  of  children  between  five  and  ten,  and  finally,  that  the  whole 
subject  relating  to  the  care  of  these  deaf  mutes,  be  removed  from  the  super- 
vision of  the  Board  of  State  Charities,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education. 
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loving  circle  of  relatives  and  friends,  and  sending  them  away 
to  Institutions  for  instruction.  If  a deaf  mute  has  a good 
home,  it  is  a calamity  second  only  to  his  deafness,  to  tear  him 
away  in  his  tender  years  from  its  endearing  associations,  and 
send  him  away  among  strangers  to  the  drudgery  of  the  school- 
room. No  one  more  than  the  deaf  mute,  noed3  upon  his 
character  the  softening,  molding  influences  of  home  scenes 
and  associations,  the  endearments  of  loving  friends,  the  plays 
of  childhood  and  the  gentle  yet  firm  discipline  of  family  or- 
der and  .quietness.  More  than  this,  his  constitution,  already 
seriously  weakened  by  the  very  nature  of  his  infirmity,  de- 
mands the  free  range  of  out-door  life  and  amusements,  with 
sports  in  the  open  air,  to  secure  a vigorous  and'  healthy  de- 
velopment. The  loss  to  the  deaf  mute,  both  mentally  and 
physically,  of  such  experiences  in  his  early  years,  no  subse- 
quent care  or  attention  can  restore  to  him.  Nor  is  his  intel- 
lectual development  endangered  by  this  freedom  of  early  life. 
It  is  mainly  domestic,  social  and  moral  culture,  and  not  in- 
tellectual, which  the  hearing  child  obtains  during  these  years 
of  immaturity.  No  judicious  parent  thinks  of  placing  a 
child  upon  a course  of  study,  of  intellectual  training,  earlier 
than  ten  or  twelve.  Amusement  and  play  is  the  order  of  the 
hour  up  to  this  time.  If  with  these,  some  items  of  elemen- 
tary knowledge  are  gathered,  it  is  well  enough,  but  thus  early 
there  should  be  little  experience  either  to  the  hearing  or  to 
the  deaf  child,  of  the  tedium  and  confinement  of  the  school- 
room. If  the  deaf  mute  child  has  no  home,  or  only  a 
wretched  one,  and  the  State  is  willing  to  care  for  him  for  an 
indefinite  period,  as  perhaps  it  ought,  he  might  be  placed  in 
an  Asylum  where  he  could  be  nursed  and  watched  over  al- 
most from  his  infancy,  but  such  establishments  would  hardly 
be  called,  in  any  high  sense,  educational  institutions  practi- 
cally. We  do  not  usually  find  parents  willing  to  be  separated 
from  children  whom  misfortune  has  rendered  peculiarly  dear, 
even  as  early  as  eight  years  of  age.  The  trial  is  far  less  after 
they  have  reached  the  maturity  of  ten  or  twelve.  These 
general  views  have  induced  us,  in  common  with  other  Ameri- 
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can  schools,  to  regard  that  as,  upon  the  whole,  the  best  age 
for  commencing  deaf  mute  education. 

Mr.  Gardiner  Greene  Hubbard,  of  Cambridge,  in  a pam- 
phlet recently  issued  on  the  question  whether  the  education 
of  deaf  mutes  “shall  be  by  signs  or  articulation,”  honors  this 
Institution  and  its  methods  of  instruction  with  a special  no- 
tice. To  the  views  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  we  re- 
gard the  recent  reports  of  the  Institution,  and  the  accumu- 
lative and  accordant  experience  of  American  instructors  a 
sufficient  reply.  While  we  do  not  accept  the  statements  of 
the  pamphlet  with  regard  to  the  processes  of  teaching,  and 
much  less,  its  general  conclusions,  yet  they  are  courteously 
presented,  and  we  are  quite  willing  to  leave  them,  without 
special  review,  to  the  judgment  of  intelligent  persons.  We 
observe  a number  of  errors  in  fact,  and  in  statement,  but 
they  are  errors  to  which  any  one  who  has  not  been  personally 
conversant  with  the  history  of  deaf  mute  instruction  for  tlio 
last  fifty  years,  and  who  is  not  practically  acquainted  with  the 
details  would  be  liable.  That  “there  are  many  professional 
teachers,  who  have  spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives  among 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  who  are  incompetent  to  carry  on  a dis- 
cursive conversation  in  the  sign  language,”  (p.  10,)  will  be  a 
new  discovery,  at  least  to  the  Principals  of  American  schools. 
Mr.  Hubbard  roundly  asserts  as  one  of  his  “conclusions,”  (p. 
35,)  and  it  is  a pretty  fair  specimen  of  the  rest,  “that  the 
great  object  in  educating  the  deaf  mute,  is  to  teach  him  the 
English  language,  and  that  this  object  is  never  accomplished 
by  the  teachers  of  the  sign  language .”  Will  Mr.  Hubbard 
please  tell  us  in  what  language  our  educated  pupils  write  let- 
ters, converse  with  strangers,  read  books,  newspapers,  etc.  ? 
Is  it  in  Japanese,  or  Greek,  or  Dutch  ? We  had  supposed  it 
to  be  in  the  English  language.  That  our  pupils  do  acquire 
the  ability  to  use  the  English  language  with  great  facility, 
beauty  and  acmiracy,  most  intelligent  persons  are  aware. 
Nor  are  the  views  of  Mr.  Hubbard  specially  strengthened, 
by  comparing  the  intellectual  progress  made  by  Julia  Brace 
and  Laura  Bridgeman.  These  children  were  taught  substan 
tially  by  the  same  methods,  by  appealing  to  the  sense  of  touch 
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alone,  and  by  tlie  manual  alphabet.  The  difference  in  their  ad- 
vancement arose,  not  as  Mr.  Hubbard  intimates,  from  a dif- 
ference in  the  methods  employed,  but  simply  from  the  fact 
that  the  intellect  of  the  one  is  of  an  exceedingly  low  type, 
refusing  to  be  aroused  or  stimulated,  while  the  other,  as  her 
entire  development  has  shown,  has  a mind  of  sparkling  bril- 
liancy, which  almost  of  itself  would  burst  through  the  bar- 
riers that  seek  to  shut  it  in  so  closely. 

The  proposition  upon  which  the  whole  force  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard’s pamphlet  turns,  “that  words  possess  [to  the  deaf  mute] 
a power  which  signs  can  never  have,  that  they  convey  ideas 
to  a [deaf  mute]  mind,  which  cannot  be  taught  by  signs,  we 
deny  in  toto.  Words  are  not  to  deaf  mutes  what  they  are  to 
hearing  persons.  Those  who  are  deaf  from  birth,  have  no 
idea  whatever  of  sound,  and  none  can  be  communicated  to 
them,  and  consequently  they  have  no  association  of  words 
with  sounds.  Articulate  words  are  to  them  only  the  signs 
indistinct,  and  fleeting,  made  by  the  positions  of  the  vocal 
organs.  In  their  whole  power  of  meaning,  association  or 
suggestion,  they  are,  and  can  be  nothing  more,  and  as  a me- 
dium of  communication,  the  choice  is  between  these  .signs, 
and  those  made  by  the  fingers  and  arms.  In  the  distinctness 
of  the  two,  there  is  no  comparison,  and  the  same  may  be  re- 
marked of  the  ease  with  which  they  can  be  understood.  Deaf 
mutes  learn  the  meaning  of  words,  in  the  first  instance,  not 
by  inspiration,  not  by  intuition,  not  by  articulation,  but  by 
signs  of  some  sort,  and  they  are  shut  up  to  this  necessity. 
Those  therefore  who  propose  to  conduct  the  education  of  deaf 
mutes  from  begining  to  end  without  signs,  (and  we  may  add, 
without  pantomime, for  only  such  signs  are  significant),  either 
do  not  understand  what  they  are  talking  about,  or  to  succeed, 
must  call  to  their  aid  a power  which  has  not  yet  been  given 
to  man. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  however,  finds  convincing  proof  of  the 
superior  excellence  of  the  views  he  advocates,  in  an  exercise 
which  he  witnessed  in  our  school  during  the  last  winter.  We 
are  not  a little  surprised  to  perceive  that  he  comprehends  so 
imperfectly  the  nature  of  the  exercise  in  which  he  seems  to 
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have  taken  so  much  interest.  The  circumstances  were  as 
follows : During  a visit  of  the  Legislative  Committee  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  Asylum  in  the  month  of  February,  a 
paragraph  was  proposed  by  the  Chairman,  to  be  given  to  the 
pupils  by  signs,  and  to  be  reproduced  by  them  on  their  slates 
in  written  language.  The  paragraph  was  a peculiar  one, 
embracing  different  incidents  of  time  and  place,  proper  names, 
and  several  unfamiliar  words,  and  idiomatic  expressions.  Now, 
precisely  what  was  required  of  these  children  ? It  is  confess- 
edly a severe  trial  to  a classical  student,  to  translate  correct- 
ly, without  previous  examination,  a difficult  paragraph  in  a 
foreign  language,  into  English,  even  with  the  aid  of  a diction- 
ary. Take  away  the  dictionary  and  give  him  the  printed 
page,  require  him  to  translate  it  at  sight,  and  you  increase 
the  difficulty.  Take  away,  now,  the  page  itself,  and  simply 
read  over  to  him  the  sentences,  and  you  have  a trial  which 
only  the  rarest  scholarship  can  meet  successfully.  But  more 
severe  even  than  this  was  the  task  given  the  pupils,  for  the 
student  has  a known  construction,  the  analogies  of  a written 
language,  and  the  sound  of  the  words  upon  which  to  fix  his 
memory,  in  order  to  produce  his  translation,  while  the  pupil 
had  only  the  barren  idea,  given  rapidly  to  the  eye,  without 
any  language  or  construction  to  aid  him.  Under  these  re- 
quirements and  circumstances,  considering  the  character  of 
the  paragraph,  and  premising  that  half  of  the  class,  having 
recently  joined  it,  had  been  but  a short  time  under  its  train 
ing,  that  it  was  simply  an  exercise , neither  teacher  or  pupils 
having  an  intimation  that  it  was  a test  as  to  time  or  in  any 
other  particular,  we  think  the  sentences  were  pretty  fairly 
rendered.  The  general  idea  was  caught,  while  there  were 
errors  in  the  accidents  of  time  and  place,  <fcc.  The  same 
paragraph  was  given,  a few  days  afterwards,  to  Roscoe  Green, 
an  articulating  pupil  at  Chelmsford.  Green  is  a bright  boy, 
eighteen  years  of  age,  who  lost  his  hearing  at  seven,  and  can 
speak  with  perfect  fluency  and  distinctness.  With  this  free 
use  of  speech,  Green  has  been  taught  to  read  with  facility  on 
the  lips.  The  words  were  enunciated  by  his  teacher  slowly 
and  distinctly,  several  being  spoken  more  than  once,  and  one 
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word  four  times  ; and  lie  soon  wrote  the  paragraph  with  al- 
most entire  accuracy.  The  exercise,  in  the  case  of  Green,  was 
simply  repeating  the  words  from  the  lips  of  his  teacher.  As 
he  is  an  intelligent  boy,  he  probably  understood  their  mean- 
ing, though  his  ability  to  repeat  them  was  no  proof  of  this 
fact.  In  the  case  of  the  pupils,  it  was  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult mental  exercises  to  which  a person  can  be  subjected,  yet 
one  which  has  been  a thousand  times  tried  with  our  pupils, 
and  executed  with  perfect  success.  Mr.  Hubbard  regards 
the  two  exercises  as  parallel,  and  the  results,  as  an  example 
of  the  comparative  value  of  instruction  by  signs,  and  by  ar- 
ticulation. 

A careful  examination  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  Institu- 
tion for  the  fifty  years  that  are  past,  will  clearly  show  the 
general  principles  upon  which  it  ever  has  been,  and  still  is 
conducted.  These  reports  have  been  written  by  different 
gentlemen,  under  the  varying  phases  which  their  work 
presented  as  years  have  passed  on.  While  the  writers  may 
have  entertained  peculiar  views  on  minor  points,  as  modi- 
fied by  individual  observation  and  experience,  and  while,  in 
the  details  of  instruction,  new  methods,  new  text-books,  and 
every  expedient  which  a thoughtful  ingenuity  could  suggest 
that  promised  to  advance  the  great  end  sought — the  mental 
and  moral  development  and  improvement  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb — have  been  freely  adopted,  yet  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples which  have  directed  all  these  efforts  have  remained  un- 
changed. These  principles  have  been  so  often  misappre- 
hended or  misstated,  that  it  may  be  proper,  briefly  and  dis- 
tinctly, to  indicate  them. 

1.  Semi-mutes,  comprising  two  classes — those  who  still  re- 
tain some  ability  to  distinguish  articulate  sounds,*  and  those 
who  lost  their  hearing  after  they  had  learned  to  speak — may 
be  taught  to  communicate  with  others  by  speech.  We  have 

* A deaf  son  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Whipple,  of  Ledyard,  Conn.,  who  has  at- 
tracted some  attention  from  his  ability  to  speak,  is  one  of  this  class.  The 
Kev.  W.  W.  Turner,  former  Principal  of  the  Asylum,  who  has  been  fam- 
iliar with  the  case  for  many  years,  has  kindly  given  his  views  respecting  it. 
(See  Appendix  VI.) 
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always  maintained  that  children  who  lost  their  hearing  at  the 
age  of  five  or  sis  may  retain  their  speech,  with  care  and  prac 
tice  on  the  part  of  their  friends.  This  should  always  be  done, 
unless  sufficient  reasons  make  it  undesirable. 

2.  There  are  cases  of  children  congenitally  deaf,  who,  from 
peculiar  flexibility  of  the  vocal  organs,  or  special  aptness,  may 
be  taught  to  articulate  with  considerable  success.  Such  cases 
are  rare,  and  seldom  repay  the  great  labor  indispensable  to 
secure  any  valuable  result.  Where  the  friends  have  wealth 
and  leisure,  such  instruction  may  be  added,  rather,  however, 
as  an  accomplishment,  than  as  the  most  effective  and  satisfac- 
tory method  for  mental  development  and  education. 

3.  The  great  mass  of  deaf  mutes,  comprising  more  than 
nine-tenths  of  the  whole  number,  can  be  satisfactorily  taught 
only  by  the  use,  in  the  first  instance,  of  their  own  natural 
language  of  signs  ; while,  by  its  use,  their  minds  can  be  en- 
lightened, they  can  be  taught  written  language,  and  restored 
to  intercourse  with  their  friends  and  society.  It  is  an  invar- 
iable practice  as  soon  as  a pupil  becomes  acquainted  with  the 
forms  of  language,  to  require  him  to  use  it.  While  signs 
need  be  no  detriment  in  learning  language,  but  an  important 
aid  thereto,  for  stimulating  the  mind,  and  for  the  rapid  com- 
munication of  ideas,  they  are  of  immense  advantage,  and, 
for  social  religious  worship,  indispensable.  Graceful,  expres- 
sive and  beautiful,  and  aptly  styled  the  “ poetry  of  motion,” 
capable  of  representing  all  shades  of  emotion  and  thought, 
recognised  and  used  in  their  suggestive  forms  by  the  most 
savage  and  by  the  most  cultivated  men,  their  value  to  the 
deaf  mute  cannot  be  estimated,  nor  their  use  prevented, 
either  by  brilliant  theories  or  the  most  stringent  interdiction. 

4.  The  gathering  of  deaf-mute  children  into  schools  of 
suitable  size,  under  proper  supervision,  while  desirable  in 
point  of  economy,  is  of  great  benefit  to  them  in  conducting 
their  education.  It  stimulates  their  minds,  improves  their 
manners,  cultivates  their  social  feelings,  gives  them  habits  of 
order,  obedience  and  deference  to  the  comfort  of  others,  and 
serves  to  prepare  them  for  the  duties  of  active  life.  No  pri- 
vate care  or  culture  can  supply  the  advantages  which  deaf 
mutes  gain  by  such  association  and  discipline. 
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We  have  been  in  the  practice  of  publishing,  once  in  ten 
years,  a catalogue  of  all  the  deaf  mutes  who  have  been  re 
ceived  into  the  Institution  as  pupils,  noting  with  regai d to 
each,  the  date  of  admission,  cause  of  deafness,  deaf-mute  re- 
latives, time  under  instruction,  and  other  particulars  of  inter- 
est, and  also  any  facts  respecting  their  occupation  and  welfare 
which  may  have  come  to  our  notice  since  their  graduation. 
Such  a catalogue  is  appended  to  the  present  Report. 

May  the  same  kind  Providence  watch  over  and  direct  the 
future  course  of  the  Institution,  that  has  been  so  manifest 
during  the  now  completed  half  century  of  its  history. 

COLLINS  STONE, 

Principal. 


May  11,  186T. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unusual  health  among 
the  pupils  at  the  Asylum. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  disease  ; only  occasional  ill- 
ness of  an  acute  character,  which,  with  a single  exception, 
has  been  in  no  case  severe  or  protracted.  Indeed,  the  time 
lost  by  indisposition  has  probably  been  less  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year.  A single  accident,  the  breaking  of  the  principal 
bone  of  the  leg,  has  occurred. 

The  school  and  sitting-rooms,  work-shops  and  dormitories, 
in  one  or  other  of  which  the  pupils  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  time  when  in-doors,  are  all  spacious,  well-lighted  and 
ventilated,  and  the  temperature  maintained  during  the  colder 
portion  of  the  year  at  a proper  standard. 

Daily  exercise  at  suitable  intervals  and  for  a sufficient  time 
is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  Institution,  and  no  one  is 
permitted  to  omit  this,  more  than  any  other  of  the  prescribed 
duties  of  the  course. 

The  dietary  is  at  all  times  wholesome,  sufficiently  varied 
and  abundant,  and  proper  attention  is  given  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  food,  a circumstance  especially  affecting  the  health  and 
working  capacity  of  the  children. 

The  apprehended  presence  of  cholera  led,  here  as  elsewhere, 
to  the  exercise  of  all  those  hygienic  precautions  which  science 
and  experience  have  taught  to  be  serviceable,  though  no  es- 
sential change  or  improvement  was  made  in  these  respects, 
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except  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of  the  Institution,  which 
is  now  effectively  connected  with  a public  sewer  recently 
built,  an  improvement  which,  so  far  as  this  highly  important 
matter  is  concerned,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

By  means  of  the  foregoing  and  other  agencies  faithfully 
and  perseveringly  applied,  is  due,  in  no  small  degree,  the  in- 
teresting fact,  that  no  case  of  typhoid  or  other  form  of  con- 
tinued fever  has  occurred  here  during  the  past  year,  and  that 
so  little  disease  of  any  description  has  required  the  care  of  a 
physician. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  M.  D. 

Hartford,  May  1, 1867. 
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II.  STATEMENT 


OP  THE  FUND  OF  AMERICAN  ASYLUM. 

Invested  in  Bank  Stocks  in  Connecticut, 

“ on  Bond  and  Mortgage  of  Real  Estate, 
“ in  Railroad  Bonds,  ... 
“ in  United  States  Bonds, 

Loan  to  Estate  of  Abijak  Blodget, 

Real  Estate  in  Hartford, 

Furniture  in  the  Institution,  - 

Cask  on  kand,  .... 


$94,100.00 

59.000. 00 
23,900.00 

30.000. 00 
345.08 

82,522.88 

5,390.00 

80.27 


$295,338.23 


Hartford,  April  1, 1867. 
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III.  ABSTRACT  OF 

Dr.  American  Asylum  in  account  with 

To  Butter,  - - - 

- 

- $2,887.23 

44  Cakes  and  Crackers, 

- 

, 26.63 

“ Eggs, 

- 

2.40 

44  Flour,  ... 

- 

1,081.68 

44  Fuel — Wood,  - 

- 

120.26 

44  44  Hard  Coal, 

- 

2,487.84 

44  44  Charcoal, 

- 

429.50 

“ Furniture, 

- 

1,148.72 

44  Groceries,  ... 

- 

- 1,951.54 

44  Hay  and  Straw, 

- 

270.73 

4-4  Light  and  Gas  Bill, 

- 

819.54 

44  Live  Stock, 

- 

400.00 

“ Meal, 

- 

11.00 

44  Meat,  Fish  and  Fowl, 

- 

4,170.86 

44  Medicine,  ... 

- 

111.75 

44  Miscellaneous, 

- 

790.80 

44  Provender  and  Oats,  - 

- 

586.78 

44  Pupils, 

- 

1,042.86 

44  Repairs  and  Improvements,  - 

- 

- 1,981.56 

44  Rice  and  Corn  Starch, 

- 

68.59 

44  Schools  and  Postage,  - 

- 

290.48 

44  Shops — Cabinet,  - 

- 

1,627.49 

44  44  Shoe, 

- 

- 2,057.52 

4 4 44  Tailor, 

- 

581.30 

44  Tools  and  Blacksmithing, 

- 

96.64 

44  Yegctables  and  Fruit, 

- 

625.31 

44  Wages,  ... 

- 

- 3,026.19 

44  Washing  and  Soap, 

- 

651.07 

44  Water  Works, 

- 

127.80 

44  Yeast,  ... 

- 

237.95 

Balance  to  new  account,  - 

- 

176.59 

$32,888.61 
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CURRENT  EXPENSES. 

Henry  Kennedy , for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1867.  Cr. 

By  Cash  from  Treasurer, 

- §26,000.00 

U 

u 

State  of  Maine, 

450.00 

u 

u 

“ Yermont, 

143.51 

u 

u 

“ Rhode  Island, 

44.03 

u 

u 

“ Connecticut, 

245.39 

u 

u 

“ Massachusetts, 

895.62 

u 

u 

“ New  Jersey, 

44.22 

6. 

u 

Pupils, 

1,457.42 

u 

u 

Cabinet  Shop, 

174.14 

u 

u 

Shoe  Shop, 

252.17 

u 

u 

Tailor  Shop, 

25.31 

u 

u 

Miscellaneous, 

2,571.56 

u 

Balance  from  old  account,  - 

585.24 

§32,888.61 

HENRY  KENNEDY,  Steward. 


American  Asylum,  April  1,  1867. 
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IY.  PAPERS,  PERIODICALS,  Ac. 

THE  FOLLOWING  PAPERS  HAVE  BEEN  SENT  TO  THE  PUPILS  GRATUITOUSLY 

DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Name. 


Editors  and  Publishers. 


Where  Published. 


Daily, 


Weekly 


Concord  Monitor, 

Hartford  Courant, 

Hartford  Post, 

Hartford  Press, 

Hartford  Times, 
jEgis  and  Transcript, 

American  Traveler, 

Anamosa  Eureka, 

Argus  and  Patriot, 

Boston  Advertiser, 

Boston  Journal, 

Boston  .Recorder, 

Boston  Transcript, 

Christian  Mirror, 

Christian  Secretary, 

Christian  Watchman  & Reflector, “ 
Columbian  Register, 
Congregationaiist, 

Connecticut  Courant, 

Connecticut  Herald  & Journal,  “ 
Connecticut  Press, 

Deaf  Mute  Casket, 

Eastern  Argus, 

Gardiner  Home  Journal, 

Hallowell  Gazette, 

Independent  Democrat, 

Inquirer  and  Mirror, 

Kennebec  Journal, 

Maine  F armer, 

Maine  State  Press, 

Massachusetts  Spy, 

Meriden  Recorder, 

Mirror  and  Farmer, 

Natick  Times, 

N.  Hampshire  Patriot  & Gazette, “ 
New  Hampshire  Statesman, 

New  Hampshire  Telegraph, 

New  Haven  Palladium, 

New  London  Chronicle, 

New  London  Democrat, 

New  York  Evangelist, 

New  York  Spectator, 

New  York  State  Radii, 
Northampton  Free  Press, 

Norwich  Aurora, 

Norwich  Courier, 

Palmer  Journal, 

Phrenological  Journal, 

Portland  Advertiser, 

Portland  Transcript, 

Providence  Journal, 

Religious  Herald, 

Republican  Standard, 

Union  Democrat, 

Vermont  Christian  Messenger, 

Vt.  Watchman  & State  Journal, 
Worcester  West  Chronicle, 
AVorcester  Palladium, 

Zion's  Herald, 


Cogswell  & Sturtevant,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Hawley,  Goodrich  & Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

G.  S.  Hubbard,  , “ 

Hawley,  Goodrich  & Co., 

Burr  Brothers,  “ “ 

Caleb  A.  AVall,  AVorcester,  Mass. 

Worthington,  Flanders  & Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Edmund  Booth,  Anamosa,  Iowa. 

Hiram  Atkins,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Dunbar,  Waters  & Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Charles  0.  Rogers, 

Revs.  E.  P.  Marvin,  J.  T.  Tucker,  “ *• 

Henry  AV.  Dutton  & Son,  u 

Charles  A.  Lord,  Portland,  Me. 

E.  Cushman,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Ford,  Olmsted  & Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Osborn  & Baldwin,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Galen,  James  & Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hawley,  Goodrich  & Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Carrington,  Hotchkiss  & Co.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
J.  E.  Hawley  & Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

AV.  I.  Palmer,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

John  M.  Adams  & Co.,  Poitiand,  Me. 

H.  K.  Morrell,  Hallowell,  Me. 

Charles  E.  Nash,  “ “ 

Independent  Press  Association,  Concord,  N.  H 


Hussey  & Robinson, 
Stevens  & Sayward, 
True  & Boardman, 

N.  A.  Foster  & Co., 

J.  D.  Baldwin  & Co., 
Luther  J.  Riggs, 

John  B.  Clark, 
AVashington  Clapp, 
AVilliam  Butterfield, 
McFarland  & Jenks, 
Dearborn  & Berry, 

F.  VV.  J.  Sizer  & Co., 
Samuel  Cox, 

D.  S.  Ruddock, 

Field  & Craighead, 


Nantucket,  Mass. 
Augusta,  Me. 

tt  a 

Portland,  Me. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Meriden,  Conn. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Natick,  Mass. 
Concord,  N.  H. 

44  44 

Nashua,  “ 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
New  London,  Conn. 

44  44 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

44  44 


Canajoharie,  “ 
Northampton,  Mass. 
Norwich,  Conn. 


“ Levi  S.  Backus, 

S-Weekly,  Albert  R.  Parsons, 

“ John  AV.  Stedman, 

“ Bulletin  Association, 

Gordon  M.  F’isk  & Co.,  Palmer,  Mass. 

F'owler  & Wells,  New  York  City. 

Smith  & AViitham,  Portland,  Me. 

Elwell,  Pickard  & Co.,  “ “ 

Knowles,  Anthony  & Danielson,  Providence, B.I. 
D.  B.  Moseley,  — i /> 


Monthly, 

AVeekly, 


John  D.  Candee, 
Campbell  & Hanscom, 
C.  AV.  AVillard, 

E.  P.  Walton, 

William  AA’aterman, 

J.  S.  C.  Knowlton, 
Haven  & Rand, 


Hartford,  Conu. 
Bridgeport,  “ 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Montpelier,  Vt. 

44  44 

Athol  Depot,  Mass. 
AVorcester,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 


AATe  are  also  indebted  to  Hon.  L.  S.  Foster,  and  to  Hon.  H.  C.  Deming 
Congressional  Documents. 


for  valuable 
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The  Presidents  and  Superintendents  of  the  following  Railroads 
will  please  accept  our  thanks  for  special  favors  shown  to  the  pupils 
of  the  Institution  during  the  year: 

Hartford,  New  Haven  & Springfield. 

Hartford,  Providence  & FishkilL 
Western  Mass. 

Boston  & Worcester. 

Worcester  & Nashua. 

Concord,  Manchester  & Lawrence. 

Connecticut  River. 

Connecticut  & Passumpsic. 

Vermont  Central. 


COLLINS  STONE,  Principal. 

Hartford,  May  11,  1867. 
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y. 


LIST  OF  PIJPILS 


IN  THE  SCHOOL  WITHIN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  ON  THE  llTH  OF  MAY,  1867. 

MALES. 


Name. 

Residence. 

Admission. 

Abbott,  John 

. Sidney,  Me.,  

Abbott,  William  W 

. .Northumberland,  N.  H.  . 

Acheson,  Charles 

..West  Randolph,  Mass.,  . 

...Sept.,  1864 

Acheson,  George  W 

.West  Randolph,  Mass.,  . 

...Sept.,  1864 

Aldrich,  Erwin  E 

. Smithfield,  Rhode  Island, 

. . ..Sept.,  1864 

Allen,  Jonas  R 

.Hardwick,  Mass.,  

Bailey,  Arthur  E ...... . 

. .Poland,  Me.,  

Baldwin,  Charles  F 

. Litchfield,  Conn.,  

Barrett,  William  S 

. Plymouth,  Mass.,  

Bastinella,  Oliver 

. .Pittsfield,  Mass.,  

Bird,  William  L 

..Naugatuck,  Conn.,  

Blakeley,  Harvey  H 

. Roxbury,  Conn.,  

Blood,  Charles  H 

..Fitcliburgh,  Mass., 

Bond,  Thomas  S 

.Hartford,  Conn.,  

Bowden,  John 

. Marblehead,  Mass., 

Boyington,  George  W. . . 

..Prentiss,  Maine,  

Branch,  Degrand  D.  L. . . 

..Hartford,  Conn.,  

Buck,  Cyrus  F 

. .Enfield,  Maine,  

Butler,  John 

. .East  Boston,  Mass., 

Carter,  William  T 

.Blackstone,  Mass.,  

Cary,  Daniel  W 

. Gardiner,  Maine,  

Chapman,  Albert  W 

. Cambridgeport,  Mass., 

...Sept.,  1865 

Chapman,  Henry  A 

. Salem,  Mass.,  

Clark,  John 

. Bridgewater,  Mass., 

Conley,  James 

.Newport,  R.  I.,  

...Oct.,  1861 

Conners,  John  J 

. Mansfield,  Mass.,  

Cook,  Thomas 

. Portland,  Me., 

Coolidge,  Orrin  G 

.Andover,  Yt.,  

Coughlin,  William 

. Fitcliburgh,  Mass., 
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Name. 

Residence. 

Admission. 

Crandall,  William  F. . . 

. . . Newport,  R.  I.,  .... 

Cronan,  Stephen 

. . . Fitchburgh,  Mass.,  . . . . 

Cross,  Samuel  S 

. . . Beverly,  Mass.,  .... 

Culver,  Samuel  L 

Cummings,  Daniel . . . . 

. . . Greenville,  Conn.,  . . . . 

Cutter,  George  F 

Damon,  Frank  C 

. . . Amherst,  N.  H.,  . . . . 

Day,  Myron  W 

. . . South  Royalston,  Mass., 

....Sept.,  1864 

Derby,  Ira  II 

. . . South  Weymouth,  Mass., 

Dickson,  Charles  A.  S. . , 

. . . Chelsea,  Mass., 

Dougherty,  Charles  . . . 

. . . Hartford,  Conn.,  . . . . 

Drew,  Frank  H 

, . . Boston,  Mass., 

Drown,  Carlos 

, . . Brownington,  Vt.,  . . . . 

Duran,  Edward 

. . . South  Boston,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1865 

Puran,  Thomas 

, . . South  Boston,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1865 

Ellis,  Manford 

. . . Belgrade,  Maine,  . . . . 

Erbe,  Hermann 

. . Southington,  Conn.,  . . . . 

Evans,  Oscar  II 

. . South  Royalston,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1861 

F aliy,  Thomas 

. .Pittsfield,  Mass.,  . . . . 

Ferris,  John 

. . Waitsfield,  Vermont, . . . . 

Fifield,  Oscar  W 

. . Deer  Isle,  Maine 

Fish.  Charles 

. . Danby,  Vt.,  

Fitch,  Henry  II 

. . Preston,  Conn., 

Freallick,  James  F 

. . Provincetown,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1865 

Frisbee,  Edward  W. . . . 

. . Charleston,  Mass.,  . . . . 

Frost,  Edwin  F 

. . Boston,  Mass.,  

Gale,  Arthur  F 

. . Charlton,  Mass., 

Gambol,  John 

. . South  Boston,  Mass.,. . . . 

Gardner,  William  M.  . . 

. . Hardwick,  Mass.,  . . . . 

Graham,  Samuel 

. . Newark,  N.  J., 

Greene,  Samuel  T 

. .N.  Waterford,  Maine, 

....  Sept.,  1855 

Hadley,  James 

. . Waltham,  Mass.,  . . . . 

Halsey,  Waldron  H. . . . 

. . Newark,  N.  J., 

....Nov.,  1863 

Hanson,  Joseph  W 

. . Barrington,  N.  H.,  .... 

. . . . Oct.,  1860 

Harris,  Alvah  H 

. .Neponset,  Mass.,  .... 

....Oct.,  1863 

Hasty,  Albert  J 

, . . Winslow,  Maine,  . . . . 

Hawley,  Levi  R 

, . . North  Amherst,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1865 

Hawley,  Lewis  N 

. . . North  Amherst,  Mass., 

....  Sept.,  1865 

Hayden,  Othello  D 
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Name. 

Residence. 

Admission. 

Helfpenny,  Martin 

. Waterbury,  Conn.,  

.Sept.,  1864 

Herrick,  Caleb  H 

.Haverhill,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1859 

Hill,  Willie  L 

.Athol  Depot,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1864 

Houghton,  Louis  A 

. Springfield,  Mass.,  

.Sept..  1857 

Jellison,  Simon 

. Monroe,  Me.,  

.Sept.,  1865 

Johnson,  George  D 

. Gill,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1862 

Josselyn,  Andrew  P 

.East  Foxboro,  Mass.,  . . . 

.Sept.,  1863 

Kendall,  Phillip 

.Whitefield,  Me.,  

.Sept.,  1865 

King,  James  H 

.Middletown  Point,  N.  J.,. . . , 

, Sept.,  1865 

Ladd,  Amos  A 

. East  Haddam,  Conn., 

.Sept.,  1866 

Ladue,  Edward 

. St.  Albans,  Vermont, 

.Sept.,  1864 

Lally,  John 

. South  Boston,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1866 

Laplanf,  Peter 

.West  Milton,  Vt.,  

.Nov.,  1866 

Leary,  Matthew 

. Boston,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1863 

Mackintosh,  George 

. Canton,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1864 

Marston,  Westley  N 

. Greenland,  N.  H.,  

.Sept.,  1864 

Martin,  Charles  H 

. Salem,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1863 

Mayhew,  Jared v. 

. Chilmark,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1864 

Mayo,  Hawes  

. Monroe,  Maine,  

.Sept.,  1865 

McCarty,  John 

.Andover,  Mass.,  

.Sept!,  1865 

McDonnell,  John 

. West  Stockbridge,  Mass., . . . 

.Sept.,  1865 

McGirr,  Francis 

. . East  Cambridge,  Mass.,  . . . 

.Sept.,  1863 

McKinney,  Wm.  J 

. . Alleghany  City,  Penn.,  , . . 

.Sept.,  1865 

McMaster,  Hugh  IL  B . . , 

. .Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  

.Sept.,  1864 

McMechen,  James  H. ..  . , 

. . Wheeling,  West  Virginia, . . . 

.Aug.,  1865 

Meagher,  Michael 

, .Waterbury,  Conn.,  

.Sept..  1865 

Miller,  George 

, . Providence,  R.  I.,  

. Sept-  1861 

Morrell,  Leland 

. . Cornish,  Me.,  

.Sept..  1865 

Moseley,  Joseph  A 

. .Pomfret,  Conn., 

.Sept..  1862 

Moulton,  Thomas 

. . Buxton  Center,  Me., 

.Sept.,  1864 

Muth,  John 

. . Hartford,  Conn.,  

.Sept..  1865 

Negus,  Edward  R 

. . Salisbury,  Conn.,  

.Sept..  1866 

Nelson,  James 

..Tewksbury,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1864 

Newhall,  George  A . . . . 

. . Melrose,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1858 

O'Harra,  John  ...... 

, . Milford,  Mass., 

, . Sept.,  1860 

O’Neil,  Michael 

. . Charlestown,  Mass., 

Ould,  Edward  C.  

. . Derby,  Conn.,  

, . Sept.,  1861 

Page,  Roscoe  G 

. . Augusta,  Maine,  

. , Sept.,  1860 

Patterson,  Charles 

. . Saco,  Maine,  

. . Sept.,  1864 
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Name. 


Residence. 


Admission. 


Peterson,  Willie  S.  II South  Plymouth,  Mass.,  ....Sept.,  1862 

Pliilbrook,  Henry  O Charlestown,  Mass., Sept.,  1864 

Pick,  William  C Providence,  R.  I.,  April,  1863 

Pond,  Nathan  L Milford,  Mass., Sept.,  1862 

Porter,  Wendell  P Somerville,  Mass.,  Nov.,  1858 

Powers,  James  Boston,  Mass., Sept.,  1865 

Powers,  James  A Salem,  Mass.,  Mar.,  1862 

Pratt,  John  W Middletown,  Conn., Sept.,  1861 

Quincy,  Josiali  Bridgewater,  Mass., Sept.,  1865 

Richmond,  Ephraim  H. . . . Yoluntown,  Conn.,  Sept.,  1865 

Rideout,  Charles  H Houlton,  Maine,  Sept.,  1863 

Roberts,  Frank  B Boston,  Mass., Sept.,  1866 

Rudolph,  William Boston,  Mass., Sept,  1866 

Ryan,  John  Rutland,  Vt.,  Sept.,  1865 

Sachse,  Charles  F Waterbury,  Conn.,  Sept.,  1861 

Sackett,  Charles  E South  Glastenbury,  Conn.,  ..Sept.,  1865 

Saul,  Willie  H Salem,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1866 

Scoles,  William  M Augusta,  Maine,  Sept.,  1863 

Seamen,  Mortimer  W Canton,  Conn., Sept.,  1866 

Sharts,  Herman  H . . . ....  Hudson,  N.  Y., Sept.,  1865 

Slattery,  Patrick Boston,  Mass., Sept.,  1862 

Small,  Albert  A Auburn,  Maine,  Sept.,  1863 

Small,  George  B Hartland,  Vermont, Sept.,  1865 

Small,  Marshall  H Bowdoinham,  Maine,  ....  Sept.,  1860 

Small,  Walter  R Hartland,  Vermont, Oct.,  1862 

Smith,  Freeman  N Chilmark,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1861 

Smith,  George Springfield,  Mass., Sept.,  1864 

Smith,  Orlando  A Roxbury,  Mass., Sept.,  1863 

Soper,  Isaac  N Lowell,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1861 

Sparrow,  Wilber  N Eastham,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1864 

Stillman,  Henry  D Cumberland  Hill,  R.  I.,  ...  .Oct.,  1861 

Stoddard,  James  M Boston,  Mass., Sept.,  1866 

Sullivan,  Patrick North  Providence,  R.  I.,  ....  Sept.,  1858 

Sullivan,  Patrick  J Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1860 

Tasker,  Frank  C Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.,  1860 

Tuck,  Lewis  C Beverly,  Mass., Sept.,  1862 

Tufts,  Samuel  A Malden,  Mass., Sept.,  1865 

Walker,  Freddie Norwich,  Conn.,  Sept.,  1864 

Wardman,  Samuel Ballardvale,  Mass.,  Sept.,  1866 
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Name. 

Residence. 

Admission. 

Wass,  Francis  N 

. . Addison,  Maine,  

Waters,  Warren  L 

. . Hartford,  Conn.,  

Watts,  Francis  A 

. . Rockville,  Conn., 

Weaver,  Jonathan 

. . South  Woodstock,  Conn., . ; 

Webb,  Clarence  A 

. . Canterbury,  Conn., 

Wellington,  Elbridge  A . 

. .Way land,  Mass.,  

..Sept.,  1863 

Wentworth,  Sylvester  W 

. .Ipswich,  Mass., 

Wheeler,  Staunton  F.  , . 

. .Plymouth,  Vermont, 

. . Sept.,  1863 

White,  Henry 

. . Roxbury,  Mass.,  

Wilkinson,  John 

. . West  Lubec,  Maine, 

Wood,  Eugene  W 

. .Webster,  Mass.,  

Young,  William  F 

. . Boston,  Mass., 

FEMALES. 


Adams,  Alda  M 

Annan,  Josephine  A. . . 

. . . Sept.,  1864 

Atkins,  Sylvia  B 

Axt,  Matilda 

Ayshers,  Mary 

Bailey,  Martha  J 

Barnard,  Adda  J 

Bickford,  Sarah  K 

Bishop,  Stilla  M 

Bond,  Julia  P 

Bragg,  Lucy  A 

Brown,  Emily  C 

Brown,  Susan  F 

Carey,  Mary 

Chaffin,  Abbie  L 

Champion,  Ellen  J. . . . 

Clapp,  Elmina  D 

. . . Sept.,  1860 

Colley,  Mary  E 

...Oct.,  1862 

Corcoran,  Ellen 

. . .Nov.,  1865 

Daley,  Nancy  J 

. . . Sept.,  1865 
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Name. 

Residence. 

Admission. 

Davis,  Ellen  M 

. Ilockport,  Mass.,  

. Sept.,  1860 

Derby,  Olive  A . . . 

. South  Weymouth,  Mass.,. . . 

. Sept.,  1861 

Dewsnap,  Clara 

, . Lakeville,  Conn., 

.Jan.,  1863 

Driscoll,  Julia  A 

. .East  Boston,  Mass., 

.Nov.,  1865 

Dubec,  Adeline 

. Orono,  Maine,  

. Sept.,  1866 

Dudley,  Pitta  T.  B 

. Northampton,  Mass.,  ...... 

.Sept.,  1864 

Dummer,  Caroline  L . . . . 

, . W eld,  Maine, 

. Sept.,  1866 

Dunnell,  Marilla 

. Buxton  Center,  Maine 

. Sept.,  1866 

Durbrow,  Carrie  B 

.New  York  City,  

.Oct.,  1863 

Eaton,  Mary  E 

.East  Salisbury,  Mass., 

. Sept.,  1863 

Emerson,  Gertrude  A . . . 

. Danby,  Vermont, 

.May,  1864 

Fahy,  Bridget 

.Pittsfield,  Mass.,  

. Sept.,  1864 

Flagg,  Clarinda  J 

. Natick,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1862 

Foley,  Bridget 

, . Bristol,  Conn., 

. Sept.,  1863 

F oley,  Mary  A 

. Bristol,  Conn., 

.Sept.,  1863 

Frost,  Harriet  E 

. Bucksport,  Maine,  

.Sept.,  1865 

Gardner,  Bosa 

. Greeneville,  Conn.,  ....... 

. Sept.,  1859 

Gray,  Leonora  C 

.New  Haven,  Conn., 

.Sept.,  1864 

Hall,  Elizabeth 

. Portland,  Maine, 

.Sept.,  1863 

Hartshorn,  Anna  S 

. Boston,  Mass., 

. Sept.,  1865 

Haskell,  Mary  E 

.Portland,  Maine, 

.Sept.,  1858 

Hichens,  Mary  W 

.Wellfleet,  Mass.,  

.Sept.,  1861 

Howe,  Eldora  M 

. Marlboro,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1861 

Hull,  Ida  A 

.Plainville,  Conn., 

. Sept.,  1864 

Jenks,  Matilda 

.Portsmouth.  N.  H., 

. Sept.,  1862 

Knapp,  Sophia  A 

. Winchester,  N.  H.,  

. Sept.,  1861 

Lee,  Mary  J 

. East  Longmeadow,  Mass., . . 

.Sept.,  1864 

Linnehan,  Mary  A 

. Boston,  Mass., 

. Sept.,  1866 

Lummis,  Delia  A 

.Pomfret,  Conn., 

. Sept.,  1866 

Lyons,  Ellen 

. Ludlow,  Mass., 

.Sept.,  1864 

Marks,  Sarah  C 

. Providence,  E.  I.,  

.Nov.,  1863 

Mason,  P'lora  S 

. Bangor,  Maine,  

. Sept.,  1865 

Mattson,  Elizabeth 

.New  York  City,  

.Oct.,  1865 

McDonald,  Catharine . . . . 

. Boston,  Mass., -. 

. Sept.,  1866 

McDonough,  Elizabeth  A., 

. North  Blanford,  Mass.,  . . . 

.Oct.,  1864 

McKay,  Mary  A. ...... . 

. Eiver  Point,  E.  I.,  

.Feb.,  1862 

Meacham,  Mary  0 

.Westfield,  Mass.,  

. Sept.,  1866 

Meacham,  Morcellia  A. . . 

.Westfield,  Mass.,  

. Sept.,  1866 

Merrill,  Anna  M 

.Lake  Village, N.  H., 

.Oct.,  1862 
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Residence. 

Admission. 

Merrill,  Frances  J 

. Skowhegan,  Maine, 

Milan,  Catharine 

. Milford,  Mass., 

Miller,  Catharine  W 

. Thompsonville,  Conn.,  .... 

Moore,  Eliza  A 

. Derby,  Conn.,  

Moulton,  Florette 

. Biddeford,  Maine, 

. .Sept.,  186-4 

Mulachy,  Mary  E 

. Salem,  Mass.,  

Munroe,  Betsey  A 

. Rehoboth,  Mass., 

. .Sept.,  1862 

Murphy,  Mary  E 

, . Boston,  Mass., 

Nichols,  Marietta  C 

, . Roxbury,  Mass.,  

O’Brien,  Mary 

, . East  Cambridge,  Mass.,  . . 

. . Sept.,  I860 

O’Donnell,  Catharine . . . . 

. Stonington,  Conn.,  ...... 

O’Hearn,  Eliza 

. Tewksbury,  Mass., 

Peltier,  Ella  M 

. Cambridge,  Mass.,  

Platt,  Sarah  E 

. Hinsdale,  Mass., 

Proctor,  Emma  J 

.West  Gloucester,  Me.,. . . . 

Putnam,  Almedia  M 

. Oxford,  Maine, 

Quinn,  Mary  A. 

. Hartford,  Conn.,  

Richardson,  Amelia  A. . . . 

, .Mansfield,  Mass.,  

Richardson,  Lauretta  J. . . 

, . Mansfield,  Mass.,  

Robinson,  Hattie  J . . . . 

. . F reedom,  Maine,  

Rounds,  Sylvia  D 

. Greene,  R.  I.,  

Scoles,  Rachel  A 

, . Augusta,  Maine,  

. .Sept,  1864 

Small,  Frances  E 

. . Auburn,  Maine,  

. .Sept.,  1863 

Smith,  Mary  J 

.East  Hartford,  Conn.,  . . . 

Soper,  Ella  J 

. . Lowell,  Mass., 

Spillane,  Mary 

. . East  Boston,  Mass., 

Stone,  Sally  E 

. . Natick,  Mass.,  

Swett,  Persis  H 

. . Henniker,  N.  H., 

Taft,  Marion  L 

. .Worcester,  Mass., 

Talcott,  Lillia  M 

, . Bolton,  Conn., 

..Oct.,  1866 

Teele,  Sarah  F 

. . Somerville,  Mass.,  

Thayer,  Emeline. 

. .Warren,  Vt.,  

Tilton,  Ellen  L 

. . Cheshire,  Mass.,  

Turner,  Lucy  M 

. . South  Coventry,  Conn., 

, . .Dec.,  18G4 

Tisdale,  Jennie  M 

. . North  Bridgewater,  Mass., 

. .Sept.,  1866 

Vincent,  Emma  A 

. . South  Adams,  Mass., 

Walsh,  Margaret 

. . Norwich,  Conn.,  

Wentworth,  Ella  J 

. . Ipswich,  Mass., 

West,  Anna  J 

. . Coventry,  R.  I., 
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Name.  Residence.  Admission. 

Westgate,  Abby Warren,  R.  I., Sept.,  1864 

Willey,  Florence  H Lock  port,  N.  Y., Sept.,  1866 

Williamson,  Etta  J Rockland,  Maine, Oct.,  1859 

York,  Melissa  J Gilmanton,  N.  H., Sept.,  1864 


SUMMARY. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Supported  by  Friends,  - 

10 

9 

19 

66 

Maine,  ... 

22 

17 

39 

66 

New  Hampshire, 

4 

7 

11 

66 

Vermont,  - 

11 

3 

14 

66 

Massachusetts,  - 

74 

43 

117 

66 

Rhode  Island, 

7 

4 

11 

66 

Connecticut, 

27  . 

19 

46 

66 

New  Jersey, 

3 

— 

3 

158 

102 

260 

Whole  number  in  attendance  within  the 

year,  - 

. 

260 

Greatest  number  at  any  one  time, 

. 

- - - 

226 

Average  attendance  during  the  year, 

- 

- 

224 

59 


VI. 


Hartford,  May  6th,  1867. 

Rev.  Collins  Stone, 

Principal  of  the  American  Asylum , 

Dear  Sir  : — At  your  request,  I send  you  the  following  statement 
of  facts  respecting  the  case  of  Jonathan  Whipple,  of  Ledyard,  in  this 
State,  said  by  Dr.  Ilowe,  in  his  address  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  education  of  deaf-mutes,  to  be 
“ an  uneducated  man  who  had  taught  his  deaf-mute  son  to  talk.”  Dr. 
Howe  read  a letter  from  him  to  a mutual  friend,  in  which  he  claims 
to  have  taught  his  deaf  son  Enoch  to  speak,  giving  an  account  also  of 
his  success  in  teaching  another  deaf  boy,  so  that  in  105  days  from  the 
time  of  commencing  “ he  could  say  almost  any  word  quite  plain.”  The 
reading  of  this  letter  recalled  to  my  mind  the  fact  that  this  same  Mr. 
Whipple  exhibited  his  son  before  the  Teachers’  Association  of  New 
England,  at  their  meeting  in  Hartford,  more  than  twenty  years  ago. 
They  were  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  at  that  time  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Massachusetts,  as  proof  that  a child 
born  deaf  might  be  taught  to  articulate,  to  read  from  books  orally,  and 
from  the  lips  of  any  person  addressing  him.  Mr.  Mann  stated  that 
this  deaf  mute  had  been  thus  taught  by  his  father,  and  requested  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  show  the  Convention  that  these  claims 
were  well  founded.  Permission  was  granted ; when  it  appeared  that 
the  boy  could  read  correctly,  with  a distinct  enunciation,  both  prose 
and  poetry,  and  could  understand  from  the  motion  of  his  father’s 
lips  whatever  he  chose  to  say  to  him.  The  gentlemen  present  seemed 
satisfied  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  might  be  made  to  speak,  while  Mr. 
Mann  setforth  the  caseas  a conclusive  proof  of  the  superiority  of  teach- 
ing deaf  mutes  by  articulation,  as  practiced  in  the  schools  of  Germ- 
any. Although  I had  witnessed  the  performance,  and  was  ready  to 
give  Mr.  Whipple  full  credit  for  having  taught  his  son  to  read  and  to 
speak  so  well,  especially  to  read  from  his  lips  without  audible  utterance, 
I was  not  willing  to  regard  the  whole  question  at  issue  between  the 
American  and  German  schools  as  settled  in  favor  of  the  latter  with- 
out further  investigation.  That  I might  have  an  opportunity  for  this, 
I invited  Mr.  Whipple  and  his  son  to.  dine  with  me  at  the  American 
Asylum.  After  showing  them  through  the  Institution,  I took  them 
to  the  boys’  dormitory  for  a view  of  the  city.  While  there  I inquired 
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of  Mr.  Whipple  if  his  son  could  hear  any.  He  admitted  that  he 
could  hear  some ; and  gave  as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  he  had  noticed 
on  one  occasion  that  his  boy  was  attracted,  while  sitting  at  the  fire, 
by  the  chirping  of  a cricket  in  the  hearth  ; and  on  another  by  the 
singing  of  a bird  on  an  apple  tree  over  his  head.  I asked  Mr.  W.  if 
I might  try  the  experiment  of  making  his  son  hear  my i voice.  He 
had  no  objection,  but  was  doubtful  as  to  its  success.  Placing  my 
mouth  within  a few  inches  of  his  ear,  in  such  a position  that  he  could 
not  possibly  see  it,  and  speaking  slowly  in  a full,  clear  tone  of  voice, 
he  comprehended  perfectly  several  questions  put  to  him,  and  gave  me 
pertinent  answers  to  each.  This  experiment  was  repeated  in  the 
afternoon  before  the  Convention,  when  the  illusion  melted  away  ; no 
one  present  any  longer  regarded  Enoch  Whipple  as  a legitimate  deaf 
mute ; nor  did  Mr.  Mann  from  that  day  forward,  although  his  views 
on  the  general  subject  remained  the  same,  ever  refer  to  this  case  in 
support  of  his  position,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain.  In- 
deed, I have  not  for  many  years  heard  any  allusion  to  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Whipple  until  the  reading  of  his  letter  by  Dr.  Howe  last  winter, 
as  above  stated.* 

Before  closing  my  communication,  I would  like  to  examine  a few 
points  involved  in  this  controversy  a little  more  closely. 

1.  Mr.  Whipple  admits  that  all  whom  he  has  taught  with  any 
considerable  degree  of  success  could  hear  someivhat.  In  regard  to  his 
son  Enoch,  he  writes  in  a published  letter,  ‘ Now  I don’t  want  you  to 
understand  that  he  hears  nothing ; but  I do  want  you  to  understand 
that  he  can  understand  a good  plain-spoken  person,  if  he  hears  not  a 
breath  of  noise'  In  other  words  he  can  read  what  such  a person  says 
from  his  lips,  and  understand  it  even  when  he  does  not.  hear  his  voice. 
How  much  of  hearing  Enoch  had  when  a boy  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  stated  by  his  father,  of  his  hearing  the  chirping  of  a cricket 
and  the  singing  of  a bird.  The  experiment  tried  with  him  before  the 
Teachers’  Convention,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old,  showed 
that  he  could  hear  and  understand  anything  said  to  him  under  favor- 
able circumstances,  at  that  time,  without  seeing  the  lips  of  the  speaker. 

Another  deaf  boy  whom  Mr.  Whipple  taught,  many  years  ago, 
for  a few  weeks,  came  to  him,  he  says,  “ so  deaf  that  he  had  not  learn- 


*A  more  particular  account  of  this  matter  may  be  found  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  first  Convention  of  American  Instructors  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
pp.  141 — 142.  New  York:  1850. 


Cl 


ed  to  talk,  though  he  could  hear  as  well  or  better  than  Enoch.  This 
boy  could  partly  speak  a few  names  of  the  members  of  their  family. 
I succeeded  in  teaching  him  to  call  off  the  whole  alphabet  in  a plain 
manner,  and  to  spell  quite  a good  many  words,  and  to  speak  them 
plain,” — “ and  could  have  taught  him  to  talk  as  well  as  my  son  if  the 
widowed  mother  had  had  the  means  to  pay  me  for  my  trouble.”  This 
lad  was  afterwards  (Oct.,  1846,)  received  as  a pupil  at  the  Asylum, 
and  recorded  at  the  time  as  only  partially  deaf.  Attention  was  paid  to 
his  articulation,  in  which  he  made  considerable  improvement.  I 
taught  him  a part  of  the  time  he  was  with  us,  and  could  make  tim 
understand  by  hearing  when  he  could  not  see  the  words  spoken.  I 
saw  his  brother  a few  weeks  since,  who  told  me  that  his  friends  usually 
converse  with  him,  and  he  with  them,  orally. 

“ The  last  young  man  1 had  with  me  on  trial,”  writes  Mr.  Whipple, 
“came  the  4th  of  December,  1865,  and  was  with  me  one  hundred 
days,  and  when  he  came  he  was  a mute,  and  when  he  left  he- could 
speak -in  a plain  manner  almost  any  word  you  might  tell  him  to  speak.” 
“ This  young  man  could  hear  some,  but  not  enough  to  learn  to  talk.” 
From  the  few  cases  of  deafness  which  have  come  under  his  notice, 
Mr.  Whipple  draws  the  following  conclusion  : “ It  is  my  candid  con- 
viction that  there  are  but  very  few  of  the  deaf  who  could  not  be 
taught  to  talk,  if  they  were  properly  managed  with.”  And  again,  “ It 
certainly  does  seem  to  me  that  quite  a large  portion  of  the  mutes  could  be 
taught  language  so  as  to  be  intelligent  talkers,  and  I feel  that  I know  it” 
He  seems  to  give  as  one  reason  for  this  conclusion,  and  in  close  con- 
nection with  the  above  quotation,  that  mutes  can  generally  hear.  “ I 
have  found  but  very  few  mutes  who  can  hear  none  ; almost  all  of  them 
can  hear  some.”  “ There  are  more  of  the  mutes  who  hear  some  than  we 
are  apt  to  think.”  Now,  if  he  means  by  hearing  the  ability  to  per- 
ceive sounds  by  the  ear,  then  all  practical  teachers  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  know  that  the  reverse  is  true,  Only  very  few  can  hear  the 
sound  of  the  human  voice,  while  the  great  majority  of  them  cannot 
hear  it  at  all. 

2.  The  success  obtained  by  Mr.  Whipple  in  teaching  articulation 
cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  supposition  than  that  he  was 
materially  aided  in  his  efforts  by  the  partial  hearing  of  those  whom 
he  taught.  He  discovered  the  deafness  of  his  son  when  he  was  about 
a year  old  ; and  was  thereafter  satisfied  “ that  he  would  never  learn 
to  talk  unless  there  was  some  extra  effort  some  way.”  He  used  no 
signs ; nothing  “ in  the  line  of  motioning  out  any  word,  or  letter,  or 
thing ; but  would  be  very  particular  in  speaking  very  plain,  and  be 
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sure  his  face  was  towards  us.”  When  he  was  inquired  of  at  the 
Teachers’  Convention  as  to  hoiv  he  taught  his  boy  to  speak  a word, 
lie  replied  “ that  lie  mouthed  it  out  and  shouted  it  out  and  the  boy 
learned  to  speak  it.”  Without  any  other  instruction  than  such  as  la- 
boring people,  fully  occupied  with  their  daily  avocations,  were  able  to 
give,  these  parents  succeeded  in  teaching  their  deaf  son  to*  talk  almost 
as  early  as  their  other  children.  And  Mr.  Whipple  says,  “ Our  chil- 
dren were  all  quite  young  when  they  commenced  talking.”  He  be 
came  also  “ an  intelligent  talker,  a very  good  reader,”  and  can  speak  as 
naturally  as  hearing  men  generally.  His  father  says  “ he  can  speak 
as  well  as  any  of  us.”  Many  children  who  lost  their  hearing  entirely 
from  five  to  nine  years  of  age,  after  they  had  learned  to  speak  well, 
and  some  of  them  to  read,  have  been  received  as  pupils  at  the  Asylum  ; 
yet,  in  every  instance,  their  speech  became,  after  a few  years,  more  or 
less  defective  and  peculiar  in  consequence  of  their  inability  to  hear 
and  modulate  the  sound  of  their  own  voice.  You  will  remember  that 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  nine  years  old,  who  appeared  before 
the  Committee  in  Boston  last  winter,  who  lost  her  hearing  at  the  age 
of  five  yeai’s,  and  had  been  taught  by  a private  teacher  three  years, 
spoke  so  indistinctly  that  we  were  unable  to  comprehend  the  subject 
of  the  passage  she  read  from  a school  book,  although  but  a few  feet 
from  her.  The  same  thing  is  true,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Prof. 
Day,  Mr.  Weld  and  Dr.  Peet,  with  those  taught  in  the  German 
schools  who  were  entirely  deaf.  They  also  represent  that  the  most 
intelligent  of  such  pupils  require  laborious  and  long-continued  instruc- 
tion before  they  can  use  speech  freely  even  in  colloquial  conversation; 
while  many  less  gifted  fail  altogether  to  make  such  proficiency.  We 
cannot,  however,  but  admire  the  interest  and  zeal  manifested  by  Mr. 
Whipple  in  the  subject;  and  would  not  with-hold  from  him  the  full 
measure  of  credit  to  which  he  is  entitled  for  what  he  has  accomplished 
in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  those  partially  deaf.  But  if 
he  had  had  much  experience  in  teaching  those  entirely  and  always 
deaf,  it  is  quite  certain  that  his  views  as  to  the  feasibility  and  ease  of 
making  “ quite  a large  portion  of  the  mutes  intelligent  talkers  ” must 
have  been  very  much  modified. 

3.  It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that  the  advocates  of  teaching  deaf 
mutes  articulation  should  differ  so  essentially  as  to  the  importance  of 
special  training  and  experience  to  the  teachers  themselves.  On  this 
subject,  Dr.  Howe  says  the  teaching  of  deaf  mutes  “ is  regarded  as  a 
peculiar  and  difficult  art,  and  yet  the  most  difficult  parts  of  this  branch 
of  instruction  can  be  performed  by  persons  who  are  drawn  to  it  by  an 
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intense  zeal  and  interest  in  the  matter,  as  well  as  by  those  persons  to 
whom  it  has  been  the  business  of  their  lives.”  “ It  does  not  require 
any  particular  study  to  teach  a deaf  mute.”  Indeed,  he  cites  the  case 
of  Mr.  Whipple,  “ an  uneducated  man,  as  you  will  see  by  his  letter,”  for 
the  express  purpose  of  illustrating  the  point  of  “ the  simplicity  of  this 
whole  matter,  if  it  can  only  be  brought  down  to  the  comprehension  of 
ordinary  persons,  who  have  a natural  aptness  to  teach,  and  natural 
zeal  in  teaching.”  On  the  other  hand,  his  friend,  “ Horace  Mann,  the 
great  educator,”  gives  his  views  on  this  point  in  the  following  words: 
“ In  teaching  these  children  [deaf  mutes]  to  speak,  if  difficult  and 
complicated  sounds  are  given  before  simple  ones,  some  of  the  vocal 
organs  will  be  at  fault  in  regard  either  to  position  or  motion ; and  if 
error  is  continued  but  for  a short  period,  false  habits  will  be  acquired, 
which  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  any  subsequent  skill  or  attention 
to  eradicate.  No  uninstructed  person,  therefore,  should  tamper  with 
this  subject.  No  one  should  attempt  to  teach  the  deaf  and  dumb  to 
speak  who  has  not  carefully  read  the  best  treatises  upon  the  art,  or 
witnessed  the  practice  of  a skillful  master.”  Mr.  Sanborn  advocates 
the  trying  of  the  experiment  of  teaching  deaf  mutes,  for  a time,  at 
least,  in  the  common  schools,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Blanche!.  He 
says,  “ In  small  schools  under  the  care  of  young  women,  such  as  teach 
in  our  common  schools,  a considerable  number  of  the  [deaf  mute]  chil- 
dren, under  eight  years  old,  could  be  taught.”  Mr.  Hubbard,  while 
speaking  of  such  a small  school,  already  in  operation  at  Chelmsford, 
Mass.,  said  to  the  Committee,  “ We  do  not  wish  that  you  should  have 
any  great  expectations  with  regard  to  what  you  will  see  at  Chelms- 
ford. At  Hartford  they  have  fifty  years  the  start  of  us.  They  have 
teachers  who  have  had  a life-long  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching 
this  particular  class  of  scholars ; they  know  how  to  teach  better  than 
we  do,  and  the  instruction  there  cannot  be  compared  with  that  at 
Chelmsford.  This  is  a new  school ; neither  of  the  teachers  had  any 
experience  in  teaching  deaf-mutes  before  they  began  their  little  school.” 
It  has  generally  been  supposed  that  the  more  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence a person  in  any  profession  may  have  acquired,  the  better  would 
he  be  able  to  fulfill  the  responsibilities,  and  perform  the  duties  of  that 
profession. 

Yours  very  truly, 


WM.  W.  TURNER. 
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VII. 

Mr.  Horace  Mann,  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Board  of  Education,  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  schools  for 
deaf  mutes  in  Prussia,  Saxony  and  Holland  were  “ decidedly  superior 
to  any  in  this  country.”  It  is  not  known  that  Mr.  Mann  ever  visited 
an  American  school  for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes,  or  took  pains  to 
inform  himself  with  regard  to  their  method  of  instruction.  His 
opinions  on  the  subject  are  of  no  more  value  than  those  of  any  other 
gentleman  with  the  same  amount  of  information.  That,  upon  a casual 
visit  to  the  schools  above  mentioned,  with  a confessedly  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  German  language,  Mr.  Mann  should  emphatically 
pronounce  a judgment  reflecting  so  severely  on  the  schools  of  his 
own  couutry,  of  which  he  knew  so  little,  will  not  add  to  his  reputation 
as  a man  of  observation  or  candor. 

The  admirable  letter  of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Report,  exposes  clearly  the  narrow  view  of  the  subject  there  pre- 
sented, and  although  some  years  have  elapsed  since  it  was  written,  it 
will  doubtless  be  read  with  interest. 


“ Hartford,  May  13th,  1844. 

“ Hon.  Horace  Mann, 

“ My  Dear  Sir: — I should  have  replied  before  this  to  your  late 
very  kind  letter,  but  much  bodily  indisposition,  and  a pressure  of  * 
numerous  duties  have  prevented. 

“ I am  free  to  say  that  I deeply  regret  the  very  strong  language 
which  you  use  in  your  report,  so  interesting  and  admirable  in  most  of 
its  features,  when  you  say  that  the  schools  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
Prussia,  Saxony  and  Holland  seem  to  you  decidedly  superior  to  any- 
thing in  this  country ; because,  in  order  to  say  this,  as  I think,  under- 
standingly,  you  ought  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  system  of 
discipline  and  instruction  pursued  in  our  Asylum,  and  otlmr  American 
institutions,  in  its  details  and  practical  results  ; for  how  else  can  a fair 
comparison  be  made  ? 

“ The  teaching  of  the  deaf-mutes  to  articulate  and  to  understand 
what  is  said  to  them,  is  but  one  part  of  their  education. 

“ The  development  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties  of  deaf 
mutes ; their  intellectual  and  moral  training ; their  government,  by 
moral  influence ; the  imparting  to  them  moral,  religious,  and  other 
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knowledge ; their  participating,  understanding^,  in  the  social  and 
public  devotional  exercises  of  the  Institution  ; the  furnishing  of  their 
minds  with  the  ideas,  the  facts,  and  that  amount  of  knowledge,  which 
are  necessary  to  prepare  them  to  understand  a vast  number  of  the 
words  which  must  be  taught  them ; their  becoming  acquainted  with 
our  social  and  civil  institutions  ; with  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography, 
and  history ; with  the  history,  simple  doctrines,  and  the  precepts  of 
the  Bible  ; with  their  duties  to  God,  to  their  fellow-men,  and  them- 
selves; and  their  acquiring  a trade, or  some  means  of  gaining  a liveli- 
hood; and  especially  their  being  taught  to  write  the  English  language 
correctly  and  to  read  books  intelligently , (one  of  the  highest  solaces  and 
means  of  constantly  progressive  self-culture,  which  deaf-mutes  can 
enjoy,)  all  these  are  essential  parts  of  their  education. 

“ They  may  have  them  without  being  able  to  articulate,  and  under- 
stand what  is  said  to  them,  or  some  of  them  may  be  able  to  do  the 
latter,  and  yet  be  deficient  in  the  former. 

“ In  how  many  cases  the  two  can  be  combined,  and  with  what  de- 
gree of  success,  is  a point  that  needs  the  most  careful-  examination. 

“ The  complete  education  of  deaf-mutes,  I am  decided  in  saying, 
cannot  be  successfully  carried  on,  especially  during  the  early  stages 
of  their  instruction,  without  the  use  of  that  very  distinct,  intelligible, 
copious,  and  beautiful  language  of  natural  signs , which  nature  has 
prompted  them  in  their  separate  and  insulated  state,  originally  to  in- 
vent, in  its  more  simple  elements,  and  which  science  and  art  have  ad- 
vanced to  a high  degree  of  perfection.  Without  this  language  of 
natural  signs,  the  teacher  can  have,  at  first,  no  ready  and  adequate 
means  of  free  communication  with  his  pupils,  (by  this  language,  he 
has  this  free  communication  long,  long  before  he  can  have  it  by  words); 
he  cannot  get  hold  of  their  peculiarities  of  mind  ; cannot  give  them 
instructive  illustrations,  by  practical  examples,  of  the  full  meaning  of 
very  many  words ; cannot  do  much  to  expand  their  opening  faculties ; 
and  cannot  understand  their  difficulties,  and  the  questions  they  may 
wish  to  propose  to  him,  respecting  these  difficulties  ; a most  essential 
part  of  the  proper  instruction  of  any  child.  How  far  the  essential 
parts  of  a complete  education,  which  I have  above  specified,  must  be 
retarded,  sacrificed,  or  neglected,  in  the  five,  or  even  six  years  allowed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  for  the  actual  residence  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb  at  our  public  institutions,  in  order  to  go  through  with  the 
long,  laborious,  and  to  them,  certainly,  in  many  cases,  as  experience 
has  abundantly  shown,  very  tedious  and  irksome  process  of  learning  to 
articulate,  and  to  understand  what  is  said  to  them ; how  far  this  pro- 
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cess  is  successful,  to  the  extent  of  which  you  so  unhesitatingly  speak, 
when  as  we  know  the  whole  subject  has,  more  than  once,  undergone 
the  severest  scrutiny  in  Europe,  by  the  most  sagacious  individuals 
(philosophers,  such  as  Degerando,  and  Dugald  Stewart,*  and  accom- 
plished teachers  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  among  the  number,)  who  have 
come  to  very  different  results,  with  regard  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  from 
yours  ; and  how  far  the  English  tongue  may,  as  you  suggest,  present 
intrinsic  difficulties  in  the  matter — these  are  questions,  when  we  come 
to  the  fair  investigation  of  this  complicated  subject,  and  wish  to 
balance  all  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  to  answer  which  de- 
mands much  practical  experience  in  the  instruction  of  deaf-mutes,  and 
a most  thorough  and  critical  investigation  of  the  whole  ground  covered. 

“If  you  come  to  Hartford,  do  let  me  know  it,  that  I may  once  more 
have  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  your  society,  and  talking  over  with  you, 
both  deaf-mute  and  other  mattery  of  common  interest. 

_ “ Yours  truly, 

“T.  H.  GALLAUDET.” 


*Dugald  Stewart,  in  his  writings,  who  had  the  school  ofBraidwood,  (one 
of  the  most  accomplished  teachers  pf  articulation  to  deaf-mutes  that  ever 
lived,)  in  Edinburgh,  under  his  familiar  inspection,  goes  strong  against  ar- 
ticulation. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ASYLUM, 

From  its  organization  to  the  present  time; 

April,  1816— May,  1867. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Elected. 

Retired. 

♦JOHN  COTTON  SMITH, 

1816, 

1822. 

* WILLIAM  PHILLIPS, 

1822, 

1823. 

*DANIEL  WADSWORTH,- 

1823, 

1824. 

♦NATHANIEL  TERRY, 

1824, 

1840. 

♦THOMAS  S.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM  W.  ELLSWORTH, 

1840, 

1861. 

1861. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  FOR  LIFE  BY  SUBSCRIPTION. 


♦William  Phillips, 

1817. 

♦Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 

1817. 

♦William  Gray, 

1817. 

♦Elias  Boudinot, 

1817. 

♦Israel  Thorndike, 

1817. 

♦Robert  Oliver, 

1817. 

* William  Parsons, 

1817. 

♦John  Caldwell, 

1819. 

♦Samuel  Appleton, 

1817. 

♦Chauncey  Deming, 

1819. 

♦Daniel  Wadsworth, 

1817. 

♦Charles  Sigourney, 

1819. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  BY  ELECTION. 

Elec’d. 

. Ret’d. 

Elec’d. 

Ret’d. 

♦John  Caldwell, 

1816, 

1819. 

♦David  Watkinson, 

1831, 

1857. 

♦Mason  F.  Cogswell, 

1816, 

1830. 

♦James  Ward, 

1842, 

1856. 

♦Nathaniel  Terry, 

1816, 

1824. 

♦Charles  Seymour, 

1842, 

1852. 

♦Daniel  Wadsworth,  1816, 

1817. 

James  B.  Hosmer, 

1842, 

♦Timothy  Dwight, 

1816, 

1817. 

Bakzillai  Hudson, 

1844. 

♦Charles  Sigourney 

, 1816, 

1819. 

♦Setii  Terry, 

1852, 

1865. 

♦David  Porter, 

1816, 

1828. 

Charles  Goodwin, 

1855. 

♦Joseph  Battel, 

1816, 

1842. 

♦James  H.  Wells, 

1857, 

'1858. 

♦Abel  Flint, 

1817, 

1821. 

John  Bbach, 

1857. 

♦Ward  Woodbridge, 

1818, 

1856. 

♦Amos  M.  Collins, 

1857, 

1858. 

♦Henry  Hudson, 

1819, 

1843. 

♦David  F.  Robinson, 

1858, 

1861. 

♦Benoni  Upson, 

1819, 

1825. 

♦Francis  Parsons, 

1858, 

1860. 

♦Thomas  Day, 

1821, 

1855. 

Calvin  Day, 

1861. 

♦Samuel  Tudor, 

1824. 

1861. 

Henry  A.  Perkins, 

1862. 

♦William  Ely, 

1826, 

1842. 

Samuel  S.  Ward, 

1862. 

♦Stephen  Whitney, 

1828, 

1842. 

Roland  Mather, 

1866. 
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DIRECTORS  FOR  LIFE  BY  SUBSCRIPTION. 


♦Joseph  Battel, 

1818. 

♦David  Porter, 

1818. 

♦P.  C.  Brooks, 

1818. 

*P.  Rcmsen, 

1818. 

♦Daniel  Buck, 

1818. 

♦Andrew  Ritchie, 

1818. 

♦John  Caldwell, 

1818. 

♦Samuel  Salisbury, 

1818. 

♦Mason  F.  Cogswell, 

1818. 

♦David  Sears, 

1818. 

♦John  B.  Coles, 

1818. 

♦Charles  Sigourney, 

1818. 

♦Joseph  Coolidge, 

1818. 

♦John  Cotton  Smith, 

1818. 

♦Chauncey  Deming, 

1818. 

♦Nathaniel  Terry, 

1818. 

♦ Simeon  Forester, 

1818. 

♦Ward  Woodbridge, 

1818. 

♦Henry  Hudson, 

1818. 

♦S.  V.  S.  Wilder, 

1818. 

*William  H.  Imlay, 

1818. 

♦John  Jacob  Astor, 

1319. 

♦James  Kane, 

1818. 

♦Christopher  Colt, 

1819. 

♦Eliphalet  Kimball, 

1818. 

♦Henry  W.  Delavan, 

1819. 

♦David  McKinney, 

1818. 

♦Samuel  Elliot,  Jr., 

1819. 

♦Israel  Munson, 

1818. 

♦Daniel  D.  Rogers, 

1819. 

*H.  Overing, 

1818. 

♦Luther  Scarborough, 

1819. 

* Samuel  Parkman, 

1818. 

♦Eliphalet  Terry, 

1819. 

♦Daniel  P.  Parker, 

1818. 

♦Benoni  Upson, 

1819. 

♦James  Perkins, 

1818. 

♦Stephen  Whitney, 

1819. 

♦Joseph  Peabody, 

1818. 

♦Thomas  H.  Gallaudet, 

1820- 

*B.  Pickman,  Jr., 

1818. 

♦Eliphalet  Averill, 

1821. 

DIRECTORS  BY  ELECTION. 


Elected. 

Retired. 

♦Joseph  Rogers, 

1816, 

1817. 

♦Thomas  S.  Williams, 

1816  and  1830, 

1817  and  1840. 

♦ Samuel  Tudor, 

1816, 

1824. 

♦William  Watson, 

1816  and  1820, 

1817  and  1837. 

♦John  Butler, 

1816  and  1824, 

1817  and  1839. 

♦Jared  Scarborough, 

1816, 

1817. 

♦Joseph  Trumbull, 

1816  and  1821, 

1818  and  1822. 

♦Henry  Hudson, 

1816, 

1818. 

♦Daniel  Buck, 

1816, 

1818. 

James  B.  Hosmer, 

1816  and  1824, 

1817  and  1842. 

♦Ward  Woodbridge, 

1317, 

1818. 

♦Jonathan  Law, 

1817  and  1840, 

1818  and  1842. 

♦John  Russ, 

1817, 

1830. 

♦William  Ely, 

1817, 

1826. 

♦Christopher  Colt, 

1817, 

1819. 

♦David  Watkinson, 

1817, 

1831. 

William  W.  Ellsworth, 

1818, 

1820. 

♦James  Ward, 

1818, 

1842. 

♦Michael  Olcott, 

1818, 

1824. 

♦Seth  Terry, 

1818  and  1830, 

1820  and  1852. 

♦Eliphalet  Averill, 

1818, 

1820. 

♦Thomas  Day, 

1819, 

1821. 
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Elected. 

Retired. 

Aristarchus  Champion, 

1820, 

1822. 

Thomas  C.  Perkins, 

1820  and  1844, 

1824  and  1850. 

^Charles  Seymour, 

1822, 

1842. 

* Roswell  Bartholomew, 

1822, 

1830. 

*Daniel  P.  Hopkins, 

1824, 

1830. 

Barzillai  Hudson, 

1826, 

1844. 

John  Beach, 

1830  and  1841, 

1840  and  1857 

Charles  Goodwin, 

1831, 

1855. 

*Russell  Bunco, 

1837, 

1846. 

*James  H.  Wells, 

1839, 

1857. 

Lyndo  Olmsted, 

1840, 

1841. 

*Amos  M.  Collins, 

1’842, 

1857. 

*Francis  Parsons, 

1842, 

1858. 

*David  F.  Robinson, 

1842, 

1858. 

Calvin  Day, 

1842, 

1861. 

^Albert  W.  Butler, 

1846, 

1858. 

Henry  A.  Perkins, 

1851, 

1862. 

Samuel  S.  Ward, 

1852, 

1862. 

Roland  Mather, 

1855, 

1866. 

Chauncey  Howard, 

m 1857, 

1864. 

Nathaniel  Shipman, 

1857. 

Leonard  Church, 

1858. 

Lucius  Barbour, 

1858. 

Geo.  M.  Bartholomew, 

1858. 

John  C.  Parsons, 

1859. 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth, 

1861. 

Erastus  Collins, 

1862. 

Jonathan  B.  Bunce, 

1862. 

Olcott  Allen, 

1864. 

Rowland  Swift, 

1866. 

SECRETARIES. 

William  W.  Ellsworth,  1816, 

1818.  *Danicl  P.  Hopkins,  1830, 

^Jonathan  Law,  1818, 

1820.  Barzillai  Hudson,  1835, 

*Seth  Terry,  1820, 

, 1830.  John  C.  Parsons,  1860. 

TREASURERS. 

*Ward  Woodbridge,  1816, 

1817.  James  B.  Hosmer,  1837, 

*James  H.  Wells,  1817, 

1837.  Roland  Mather, 

1864. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  FUND. 

* William  Ely,  1824, 

1839.  *Seth  Terry, 

1839, 

PRINCIPALS. 

*Thomas  H.  Gallaudet, 

1817, 

1830. 

♦Lewis  Weld, 

1830, 

1853. 

William  W.  Turner, 

1853, 

1863. 

Collins  Stone, 

1863. 

1835. 

1860. 


1864. 


1864. 
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ASSISTANT 

Laurent  Clerc, 

* Win.  C.  Woodbridge, 

♦Isaac  Orr, 

*Lewis  Weld, 

Win.  W.  Turner, 

Harvey  P.  Peet, 

Horatio  N.  Brinsmade, 

♦Elizur  T.  Washburn, 

Wilson  Whiton, 

*George  H.  Loring, 

Fisher  A.  Spofford, 

David  E.  Bartlett, 

Charles  llockwell, 

Frederick  A.  P.  Barnard, 

*Luzerne  Rae, 

Edmund  Booth, 

* Joseph  D.  Tyler, 

Samuel  Porter, 

Collins  Stone, 

Ebenezer  B.  Adams, 

Jared  A.  Ayres, 

Henry  B.  Camp, 

John  0.  David, 

♦Lucius  H.  Woodruff, 

Oliver  D.  Cooke, 

* James  L.  Wheeler, 

Catnarine  P.  Brooks, 

John  C.  Bull, 

Theodore  J.  Holmes, 

Richard  S.  Storrs, 

John  R.  Keep, 

Elizabeth  C.  Bacon, 

Eliza  H.  Wadsworth, 

Mary  A.  Mann, 

Sarah  W.  Storrs, 

Edward  M.  Gallaudet, 

William  H.  Sutton, 

Melville  Ballard, 

Elizabeth  V.  Beers, 

Elizabeth  Weston, 

Jonathan  L.  Noyes, 

DeWitt  Tousley, 

Jacob  J.  Middleton, 

Edward  C.  Stone, 

William  A.  Ayres, 

Catharine  Blauvelt, 

William  H.  Weeks, 


INSTRUCTORS. 


1817, 

1858. 

1817, 

1821. 

1818, 

1824. 

1818, 

1822. 

1821, 

1853.  t 

1822, 

1831. 

1823, 

1832. 

1826, 

1829. 

1826. 

1826, 

1834. 

1828, 

1833. 

1828  and  1859, 

1832. 

1829, 

1831. 

1831, 

1832. 

1831  and  1839, 

1838  and  1854. 

1832, 

1839. 

1832, 

1839. 

1832  and  1846, 

1836  and  1861. 

1833; 

1852. 

1835, 

1838. 

1835, 

1866. 

1838, 

1864. 

1838, 

1841. 

1840, 

1851. 

1845, 

1853. 

1847, 

1863. 

1850, 

1855. 

1852. 

1853, 

1856. 

1853  and  1866, 

1864. 

1854. 

1854, 

1863. 

1855, 

1862. 

1855. 

1855. 

1856, 

1857. 

1857, 

1860. 

1858, 

1860. 

1859, 

1864. 

1859, 

1862. 

1860, 

1866. 

1860, 

1865. 

1863, 

1866. 

1864. 

1864, 

1865. 

1864. 

1865. 
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♦Catharine  T.  Robinson, 

1865, 

1866. 

Job  Williams, 

1866. 

Arthur  H.  Whitmore, 

1866. 

TEACHERS  OE 

ARTICULATION. 

Elizabeth  H.  Wadsworth, 

1857, 

1862. 

Adelaide  A.  Trask, 

1862, 

1863. 

TEACHERS 

OF  DRAWING. 

Joseph  Monds, 

1844, 

1848. 

E.  Julius  Busch, 

1853, 

1858 

Edward  Behl, 

1858, 

1860. 

J.  Weidenmann, 

1860, 

1864. 

Louise  Stone, 

1866. 

TEACHERS  OF  PENMANSHIP. 

W.  R.  Small, 

1854, 

1860. 

Edwin  S.  Bartlett, 

1860, 

1861. 

Wm.  W.  Douglass, 

1861, 

1862. 

John  A.  Martin, 

1862, 

1863. 

PHYSICIANS. 

♦Mason  E.  Cogswell, 

1817, 

1828. 

* George  Sumner, 

1828, 

1854. 

E.  K.  Hunt, 

1854. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OR  STEWARDS. 


Elec’d.  Ret’d. 

Elec’d. 

Ret’d. 

♦Abraham  0.  Stansbury, 

1817,  1818. 

Abraham  C.  Baldwin, 

1847, 

1854. 

* Samuel  Whittlesey, 

1814,  1824. 

Lucius  Morton, 

1854, 

1855. 

Harvey  P.  Peet, 

1824,  1831. 

J.  M.  Allen, 

1855, 

1865. 

William  W.  Turner, 

1831,  1847. 

Henry  Kennedy, 

1865. 

ASSISTANT 

STEWARD. 

Salmon  Crossett. 

MATRONS.  . 

♦Martha  Stansbury, 

1817,  1818. 

Lydia  H.  Peaslee, 

1831, 

1839. 

* Abigail  G.  Whittlesey, 

1818,  1824. 

Phebe  C.  White, 

1839. 

♦Margaret  M.  Peet, 

1824,  1831. 

ASSISTANT  MATRONS. 

Nancy  Dillingham, 

1852. 

Louisa  P.  Hotchkiss, 

1864, 

1865. 

Mary  A.  Hull, 

1855,  1865. 

Rebecca  A.  Cady, 

1866. 

♦Deceased. 


List  of  Pupils  of  the  American  Asylum 

FROM  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  SCHOOL,  APRIL  15,  1817,  TO  MAY  11,  1867. 
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List  of  Pupils — Continued. 
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Classification  of  Pupils  in 

the  preceding  list  in  respect  to 

Residence.  « 

Maine, 

248 

Georgia, 

27 

New  Hampshire, 

170 

Alabama, 

4 

Vermont, 

195 

Louisiana, 

1 

Massachusetts, 

597 

Texas, 

1 

Rhode  Island, 

52 

Indiana, 

1 

Connecticut, 

275 

Illinois, 

2 

New  York, 

32 

Michigan, 

1 

New  Jersey, 

7 

Wisconsin, 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

12 

Ohio, 

6 

Maryland, 

4 

British  Provinces, 

25 

District  of  Columbia, 

2 

West  Indies, 

1 

Virginia, 

11 

California, 

1 

North  Carolina, 

4 

West  Virginia, 

1 

South  Carolina, 

19 

1700 

Classification  in 

respect  to  means  of  Support. 

Maine, 

239 

Georgia, 

19 

New  Hampshire, 

162 

U.  S.  Government, 

1 

Vermont, 

187 

New  York, 

1 

Massachusetts, 

557 

New  Jersey, 

4 

Rhode  Island, 

43 

Illinois, 

1 

Connecticut, 

235 

British  Provinces, 

6 

South  Carolina, 

17 

Friends, 

228 

1700 

0 


IX. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


I.  The  Asylum  will  provide  for  each  pupil,  board,  lodging  and 
washing  ; the  continual  superintendence  of  health,  conduct,  manners 
and  morals  ; fuel,  lights,  stationery  and  other  incidental  expenses  of 
the  school  room  : for  which,  including  tuition,  there  will  be  an  an- 
nual charge  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

II.  In  case  of  sickness,  the  necessary  extra  charges  will  he  made. 

HI.  No  deduction  from  the  above  charge  will  be  made  on  account 

of  vacation  or  absence,  except  in  case  of  sickness. 

IV.  Payments  are  always  to  be  made  six  months  in  advance,  for 
the  punctual  fulfillment  of  which,  a satisfactory  bond  will  be  required. 

V.  Each  person  applying  for  admission,  must  be  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  twenty-five  years  ; must  be  of  a good  natural  intel- 
lect ; capable  of  forming  and  joining  letters  with  a pen,  legibly  and 
correctly  ; free  from  any  immoralities  of  conduct,  and  from  any  con- 
tagious disease. 


Applications  for  the  benefit  of  the  Legislative  appropriations  in 
the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  should  be 
made  to  the  Secretaries  of  those  States  respectively,  stating  the  name 
and  age  of  the  proposed  beneficiary,  and  the  circumstances  of  his 
parent  or  guardian.  Applications  as  above  should  be  made  in  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  respectively,  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor  of  the  State.  In  all  cases,  a certificate  from  two  or 
more  of  the  selectmen,  magistrates,  or  other  respectable  inhabitants 
of  the  township  or  place  to  which  the  applicant  belongs,  should  ac- 
company the  application. 

Those  applying  for  the  admission  of  paying  pupils,  may  address 
their  letters  to  the  Principal  of  the  Asylum  ; and  on  all  letters  from 
him  respecting  the  pupils,  postage  will  be  charged. 

The  time  for  admitting  pupils  is  the  second  Wednesday  of  Septem- 
ber, and  at  no  other  time  in  the  year.  Punctuality  in  this  respect  is 
very  important,  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  progress  of  a whole 
class  should  be  retarded  on  account  of  a pupil  who  joins  it  after  its 
formation.  Such  a pupil  must  suffer  the  inconvenience  and  the  loss. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  friends  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
to  have  them  taught  how  to  write  a fair  and  legible  hand  before  they 
come  to  the  Asylum.  This  can  be  easily  done,  and  it  prepares  them 
to  make  greater  and  more  rapid  improvement. 


68 


When  a pupil  is  sent  to  the  Asylum,  unless  accompanied  by  a 
parent  or  some  friend  who  can  give  the  necessary  information  con- 
cerning him,  he  should  bring  a written  statement  embracing  specifi- 
cally the  following  particulars  : 

1.  The  name,  in  full. 

2.  Post  office  address,  and  correspondent. 

3.  Day,  month  and  year  of  birth. 

4.  Cause  of  deafness. 

5.  Names  of  the  parents. 

6.  Names  of  the  children  in  the  order  of  their  age. 

7.  Were  the  parents  related  before  marriage?  If  so,  how? 

8.  Has  the  pupil  deaf-mute  relatives?  If  so,  what? 

The  pupil  should  be  well  clothed ; that  is,  he  should  have  both 
summer  and  winter  clothing  enough  to  last  one  year,  and  be  furnished 
with  a list  of  the  various  articles,  each  of  which  should  be  marked. 
A small  sum  of  money  should  also  be  deposited  with  the  Steward  of 
the  Asylum,  for  the  personal  expenses  of  the  pupil  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for. 

Careful  attention  to  these  suggestions  is  quite  important. 

There  is  but  one  vacation  in  the  year.  It  begins  on  the  last  Wed- 
nesday of  June,  and  closes  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September. 
It  is  expected  that  the  pupils  will  spend  the  vacation  at  home.  This 
arrangement  is  as  desirable  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils,  who  need 
the  recreation  and  change  of  scene,  as  for  the  convenience  of  the  In- 
stitution, thus  affording  opportunity  for  the  necessary  painting,  clean- 
sing, &c.  The  present  facilities  for  travel  enable  most  of  the  pupils 
to  reach  home  on  the  evening  of  the  day  they  leave  Hartford.  Every 
pupil  is  expected  to  return  punctually  at  the  opening  of  school,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  September. 

On  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  Vacation , an  officer  of 
the  Asylum  will  accompany  such  pupils  as  are  to  travel  upon  the 
railroads  between  Hartford  and  Boston,  taking  care  of  them  and  their 
baggage,  on  condition  that  their  friends  will  make  timely  provision 
for  their  expenses  on  the  way,  and  engage  to  meet  and  receive  them 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  early  train  at  various  points  on  the 
route  previously  agreed  on,  and  at  the  station  of  the  Boston  and  Wor- 
cester Railroad,  in  Boston.  A similar  arrangement  is  made  on  the 
Connecticut  River  Railroads,  as  far  as  to  White  River  Junction.  No 
person  will  be  sent  from  the  Asylum  to  accompany  the  pupils  on  their 
return,  but  if  their  fare  is  paid  and  their  trunks  checked  to  Hartford, 
it  will  be  safe  to  send  them  in  charge  of  the  Conductor. 


